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Editorial Comments 

from the President/Editor 
Submitted by Ken Stach 
 
I’m sure you’ve noticed that this issue is a bit 
thicker than our normal quarterly journal.  The 
eighty pages of this issue are, in fact,  four times the 
number of pages of a regular issue of the Dakota 
Collector; thus, the combination to make this both 
the July AND October, 2018 issues.  We do have a 
budget to manage! 
 
This article on “Clarke’s Centennial Express to the 
Black Hills of Dakota Territory” represents the first 
of my seven articles on the postal history of the 
Black Hills expresses. The other six will follow in 
the coming years.  I promise not to deluge you with 
them in the next six issues!   
 
I hope you enjoy reading this article as much as I 
enjoyed researching and writing it.   
 
 

from the Vice President 
Submitted by Mike Ellingson 
 
Folks, we are in for a real treat with this oversized 
double issue!  Ken Stach has prepared an 
outstanding in-depth look at "Clarke's Centennial 
Express to the Black Hills".  Ken has collected 
Dakota Territory and other Western postal history 
for about four decades, and accumulated much 
fantastic material, some of which is illustrated 
here.  Despite operating for a relatively short time, 
Clarke's Centennial Express has left us some neat 
postal history artifacts to study.  This superb 
monograph, containing much painstakingly 
discovered original research, will provide the reader 
with the most comprehensive work on this topic that 
has even been done.  Poring over period newspa-
pers, Ken has turned up interesting new insights into 
this short-lived, but important express.  Find a 
comfortable chair, sit back, and let Ken take you 
back to southwestern Dakota Territory in our 
country's centennial year, 1876, and enjoy! 

Dakota covers.   
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Purpose: 
 
The intent of this article is to provide a comprehen-
sive compilation of the existing documentation and 
draw conclusions from original source documents 
associated with: 
 
1.) Clarke’s Centennial Express (which ran from 
Sidney, Nebraska to the Black Hills of Dakota 
Territory, in present-day South Dakota),  
2.) Proprietor Henry Tefft Clarke, and  
3.) The many printed franks of Clarke’s Centennial 
Express.   
 
 
Comments on Format:   
 
The reader will note that I have transcribed most of 
the illustrated newspaper advertisements, notices, 
and other items appearing as figures in this article.  
This is done primarily so that searches of this 
document will be more useful to future researchers, 
as they will have digital access to all the information 
contained in the figures.    
 

Introduction:   
 
Gold in the Black Hills 
 
Lieutenant Colonel George Armstrong Custer is 
generally credited with “discovering gold” during 
his 1874 exploratory expedition (Figure 2) to the 
Black Hills of what is now South Dakota. (1)  

Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills of Dakota Territory 
By Ken Stach 

Figure 1.  The verso of a Clarke’s Centennial Express franked envelope, boldly exclaiming 
“HO!  FOR THE BLACK HILLS!” (Persson Type 1 printed frank envelope).   

Figure 2.  Taken by Custer Expedition photographer 
W. H. Illingworth, this image shows the “permanent 
camp” at Custer’s Gulch, just east of present-day 
Custer, South Dakota, near where gold was first 
“discovered” by Lt. Col. Custer in the Black Hills.   
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However, earlier exploration of the Black Hills by 
prospectors has gone largely unrecorded, and 
certainly less publicized, thus giving Custer more 
credit that he probably deserved.   
 
In 1833, a party of seven men went into the northern 
Hills and “got all the gold we could carry.”  They 
were ready to leave in 1834 when all, except Ezra 
Kind, were killed by Indians.  Before likely meeting 
the same fate as his fellow prospectors, Kind 
scratched their story on a slab of sandstone.  That 
sandstone tablet was found years later and is called 
the Thoen Stone, named for its discoverer, with the 
message: (2)  
 

[Obverse] Came to these hills in 1833 seven of 
us DeLacompt, Ezra Kind, G. W. Wood, T. 
Brown, R. Kent, Wm. King, Indian Crow.  All 
died but me Ezra Kind.  Killed by Ind. beyond 
the high hill got our gold in 1834. [Reverse] 
Got all the gold we could carry our ponys all 
got by the Indians I have lost my gun and 
nothing to eat and Indians hunting me. 

 
Note that there is some dispute regarding the 
authenticity of the Thoen Stone.  Its message is 
included above with that caveat.   
 
A similar fate was met by a group of 16 men in 
1852, with Thomas Renshaw escaping and later 
telling their story.  A blackened leather memoran-
dum book bearing the date January, 1852, was later 
found near the skeletons of two of the Renshaw 
party prospectors.  Later, Jeremiah Proteau, an 
employee of the American Fur Company, found 
gold on Swift or Rapid Creek in April of 1855.  
These tales all added to the Black Hills gold rumors 
back East. (3)   
 
There were several other reports in the years prior to 
1874 of gold being taken from the Black Hills. (2)  
Thus, when Custer’s report “discovering” gold in 
the Black Hills came out in 1874, it more correctly 
“confirmed” prior rumors, reports, and actual 
mining activity.  Word made it to the outside world 
when dispatches, carried by courageous scout 
Charlie Reynolds, were sent by the Custer 
Expedition to Fort Laramie on August 3, 1874. (2)  
The August 10, 1874, New-York Tribune was the 
first newspaper located to carry the news (Figure 3).   

Figure 3.  Article from the August 10, 1874, New-
York Tribune (page 4, column 4) reporting from 
their “special correspondent” with the “Black Hills 
Expedition” (Custer’s Expedition to the Black 
Hills):  “That there will be found sufficient gold in the 
Black Hills region to repay working seems very likely, 
inasmuch as abundant traces of its presence exhibit 
themselves on every hillside, and the surface soil well 
rewards the labor of washing.”   
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The New-York Tribune article of August 11, 1874, 
was even more glowing (Figure 4), noting that 
“Another Report from the Black Hills Expedition – 
Rich Gold and Silver Mines Discovered.”  The 
article went on to say, “Here in Custer Valley, rich 
gold and silver mines have been discovered, both 
placer and quartz diggings, and this immense 
section bid-fair to become the Eldorado of 
America,” adding that, “Its existence long suspected 
– The gold fields jealously guarded by the Sioux.”   
 
This last comment probably reflects some of the 
prejudice of the day, as there is no documentation 
that Indians had any interest in the yellow metal in 
1874.  They did, however, have a strong interest in 
protecting their sacred Black Hills from white 
intrusion.   

Figure 4.  New-York Tribune article from August 11, 
1874 (page 8, column 2), further documenting the 
“discovery” of gold in the Black Hills by the Custer 
Expedition.   

 
 

The Influx of Prospectors Begins 
 
The famous Gordon Party, led by John Gordon, was 
made up of 26 men, one woman, and one small boy.  
They left Covington, Nebraska, on October 6, 1874, 
less than two months after Custer’s “discovery” of 
gold in the Hills.  They arrived to French Creek, 
within three miles of “Custer’s Camp” on December 
23, 1874, where they built a stockade, and stayed 
through the winter. (1)  In April of 1875, the United 
States Army removed them, as the Indians were 
“guaranteed ownership” of the Black Hills by the 
“Treaty of Fort Laramie,” signed on April 29, 1868 
(Figure 5).     

Figure 5.  General William T. Sherman (third from 
left) and Commissioners in Council with chiefs and 
headmen of different bands of the Sioux, including 
Arapaho Indians, at Fort Laramie, Wyoming 
Territory, 1868. The “Treaty of Fort Laramie,” 
signed April 29, 1868, “guaranteed” Lakota 
ownership of the Black Hills.  (Photograph by 
Alexander Gardner) 

 
However, the army’s effort at keeping white 
prospectors out of the Black Hills proved futile.    
 
A follow up to the 1874 Custer expedition was 
launched in 1875 by Professor Walter P. Jenney, 
escorted by Colonel H. I. Dodge of General Crook’s 
command, with the purpose of “mapping the 
territory for transportation routes and military posts 
and discovering the natural resources of the area.”  
By the time Professor Jenney arrived to “Custer’s 
Park” (Custer’s camp of the prior year) in June, he 
found some 100 miners in the area and estimated 
that there were a total of 800 in the Hills. (1) The 
gold rush was on! 
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There was only one problem.   Technically, the 
Black Hills could not be infiltrated by white 
prospectors, settlers, and entrepreneurs, per the 1868 
Treaty.  Thus, the government had a real dilemma.  
They could not control the number of people 
pouring into this remote area from the west 
(Cheyenne and Fort Laramie, Wyoming Territory), 
the south (Sidney, Nebraska), the east (Fort Pierre, 
Dakota Territory) and the north (Bismarck, Dakota 
Territory)…all of whom demanded regular postal 
service for communication to the outside world.  
How could the government set up official operations 
(United States Post Offices) in an area restricted 
from settlement by treaty?  The answer is that they 
didn’t…at least not for a while.   
 
In early 1877, Congress passed a resolution (the so-
called “Black Hills Land Claims” Act of February 
28, 1877) legally opening the Black Hills to 
settlement in an apparent override of the 1868 Fort 
Laramie Treaty.  Oddly, the November 12, 1877, 
issue of the Bismarck Tri-Weekly Tribune published 
a short article (page 1, column 4) entitled “The 
Sioux Treaty Invalid,” in which they wrote, “Judge 
Bennett, of the district court in Deadwood, in a 
recent land case had decided that the Sioux treaty of 
1868 was invalid because it was not ratified by both 
Houses of Congress, and consequently there was no 
reservation of the Black Hills to the exclusion of 
settlers.  That was the only treaty to which Sitting 
Bull ever assented.”  Judge Bennett’s ruling seems a 
bit late and redundant, as the Black Hills Land 
Claims Act had been ratified February 28, 1877! 
 
Custer County’s first post office was not established 
until March 14, 1877, when the office at Custer City 
was authorized.  On the same date, the Deadwood 
City post office, in what would become Lawrence 
County in the northern Black Hills, was also 
established. (4)  Several others quickly followed 
throughout the Black Hills in 1877 and many more 
by 1878.   
 
The subject of Black Hills ownership remains an 
open wound to the Lakota Sioux to this day.   
 
Entrepreneurs Fill the Void 
 
Some say that “necessity is the mother of 
invention,” others say it is “opportunity.”  Certainly, 

an opportunity existed in 1875, 1876, and early 
1877, in the Black Hills, with miners pouring into 
the area and the lack of any postal service by the 
government.  Numerous entrepreneurs stepped in to 
fill the void, created express operations, and then 
faded into the pages of history within a couple years 
or, in some cases, within a couple of weeks.  This 
article will focus on Clarke’s Centennial Express 
(including his period of operation as a pony express) 
and, in the course of doing so, will touch on a 
number of the other express operations of the day.  I 
hope to cover all of the other Black Hills expresses 
in more detail with future articles.  
 
 
Background: 
 
The printed franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 
have always caught the eyes of collectors.  Not only 
do they have rather elaborate and descriptive printed 
franks on the front, but they have a tremendous 
amount of advertisement for the route to the Black 
Hills printed on the verso.  Clarke’s printed franks 
are included in virtually every “list” and book of 
western express company franks I’ve been able to 
locate.  And, numerous articles have been written 
through the years on the subject.  A brief review of 
that prior documentation follows.   
 
Western Philatelist (January, 1888) 
 
The January 8, 1888, issue of the Omaha Daily Bee 
newspaper (page 4, column 7) contained the earliest 
article located, written roughly twelve scant years 
after the actual express began operation.  The 
newspaper article is actually the reprint of a 
January, 1888, article written in the Western 
Philatelist, but I’ve not been able to locate a digital 
copy of that publication, nor lay my hands on a 
paper version.  Therefore, the Omaha Daily Bee 
article is transcribed below, as there are a couple of 
very interesting aspects to what was written.   
 
“Clarke’s Centennial Express. 
 
The January Western Philatelist publishes the 
following article from Victor Rosewater, of Omaha:  
In calling attention to these stamps, the writer does 
not claim they are ‘one of the rarest, if not the 
rarest’ of locals, but that they are the only emissions 
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which were issued in Nebraska.  In 1876 Mr. H. T. 
Clarke, then of Sidney, Neb., but now of Omaha, 
conceived a plan by which mail could be carried to 
the Black Hills with dispatch and promptness.  He 
had just completed his sixty-one-span truss bridge 
over the Platte River and had established a stage 
route guarded by United States troops from Sidney 
to the mining towns, which were then inflated with 
great booms.  The Union Pacific carried mail part 
way, after which it had to be transported by stage. 
 
There were altogether two issues of Clarke’s 
Centennial express stamps.  Of the first, and most 
valuable, about 300 were struck in the early part of 
the year.  These consisted of the regular governmen-
tal issue of stamped envelopes (that is, the 
Centennial green 3 cent of common size), with the 
following inscription printed over the face in green 
ink of about the same color as the stamp:”   

Figure 6.  Image taken from the January 8, 1888, 
Omaha Daily Bee newspaper article entitled 
“Clarke’s Centennial Express.”  I believe this is the 
Persson Type 6 printed frank (the various types of 
printed franks will be discussed later in this article).  
The information contained in the illustration above 
is word-for-word the same as that for a Persson 
Type 6 printed frank; however, the text is not 
necessarily on the same lines.   

 
“The other side contained an advertisement in black 
ink of the Sidney Short route, with its passenger 
rates and the toll of Clarke’s new bridge.  These 
envelopes were soon used up and it is doubtful 
whether more than a half a dozen remain in 
existence.   
 
 

The second issue came out in the latter part of 1876, 
and was printed like the first on green Centennial 
envelopes.  The inscription was changed, and as it 
consisted of more matter was printed in smaller 
type.  It ran thus:” 

Figure 7.  A second image taken from the January 8, 
1888, Omaha Daily Bee newspaper article on 
“Clarke’s Centennial Express.”  This description 
and wording matches up with that of Persson Type 
10, Type 11 and Type 11a printed franks, again with 
minor differences of which words are on various 
lines.   

 
“The reverse contained an advertisement similar to 
that of the first issue, of the Sidney Short route, and 
across the left was a card of Clarke’s general store 
at Sidney and his Centennial express. 
 
The printing on the second emission gives an idea as 
to how the line was conducted.  The envelopes, 
which were on sale at ticket offices, were mailed 
and went to Clarke at Sidney on the government 
lines, by reason of the regular stamp impressed on 
the paper.  There they were turned over to the local 
company and forwarded to their destinations by the 
private stage route.  Return letters were sent in the 
same way.  These letters also served to advertise the 
stage line, which did quite a business during the 
Black Hills excitement.  This soon wore off, 
however, and the mining towns collapsed.  
Therefore this letter express was discontinued, and 
earned no more than its name indicates, Centennial 
express. 
 
These stamps ought to have a place in the regular 
catalogues since they are especially interesting by 
reason of their history as here related.  The second 
issue consisted of not more than five hundred 
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specimens and is almost as desirable as the first.  
Few collectors have specimens in their collections 
and it is doubtful whether they can be obtained.  
Those who are supplied have reason to consider 
them among their rarities.”   
 
The most interesting aspects of Rosewater’s 1888 
article, to me, are that he concluded: 
 

1.) Clarke’s Centennial Express “earned no more 
than its name indicates, Centennial express”.  In 
other words, Rosewater had reason to believe it 
only operated in 1876.   
2.) Only “about 300 were struck in the early part 
of the year” of the first type printed frank 
(believed to be Persson Type 6) and the “second 
issue consisted of not more than five hundred 
specimens” (believed to be Persson Type 10, 
Type 11 and/or Type 11a). 
3.) He referred to the printed franks as “stamps.”  
Perhaps that was the vernacular for philatelists of 
the day?   

 
Rosewater does not state how he arrived at any of 
these conclusions, however.   
 
Western Express (October-November, 1951) 
 
The first reference to Clarke’s Centennial Express in 
Western Express (5) was simply a one line notation 
under the heading “Additions to Express Company 
List – Pages ‘A’ and ‘B’”: 
 
“Clarkes’ Centennial Express – Nebr. & Dakota – 
known by Printed frank” 
 
Western Express (June-September, 1952) 
 
A listing similar to that of the October-November, 
1951, issue was contained in an issue less than a 
year thereafter: (6) 
 
“Sidney Short Route – see Clarke’s Centennial 
Express – Printed” 
 
Western Express (July, 1964) 
 
The first real article, albeit very brief, did not appear 
in Western Express until July, 1964. (7) I’ve included 
a few excerpts from A. Jay Hertz’ article:   

“The ink on the treaty with the Indians of the Black 
Hills in Dakota, was hardly dry when gold was 
discovered there.  Ignoring the treaty as if it had 
never existed, miners invaded the district in search 
of the yellow metal.  The Sioux responded with a 
ferociousness unequalled in Indian warfare.  Miners, 
unfortunate enough to fall captive, were tortured, 
scalped and left tied to trees along the roadside to 
die a lingering death, as a warning to others who 
might be foolish enough to try to repeat such an 
error.  Into this country and into this horror, H. T. 
Clarke ran his Centennial Express… 
 
…After the suspension of Clarke’s Centennial 
Express, they were succeeded by Marsh and 
Stephenson's Four Horse Stages which carried 
passengers and mail between Sidney, Camp Clarke, 
Camp Robinson, Rapid City, Deadwood and other 
towns and camps in the Hills, thus covering the 
route as they had previously done for Clarke. 
 
While Clarke ran his express from Sidney, Neb., 
another route to the Hills was from Laramie, Wyo., 
to Deadwood, Dakota.  It seems that expresses 
existed wherever there was mining and miners.  
Danger was part of the day's work.  Death was not 
to be considered and nothing to stop the express-
man.  Truly they were brave, resolute men --these 
men whose story we are now trying to tell.” 
 
Franks of Western Expresses (1973) 
 
Nathan’s book (8) illustrated a couple of the printed 
franks and contained a short write-up for Clarke’s 
Centennial Express: 
 
“Perhaps the first man to carry the mail into the 
Black Hills was Henry Tefft Clarke, who started 
Clarke’s Centennial Express in July, 1876.  He 
called the line “Sidney Short Route” as it started at 
the Union Pacific depot at Sidney, Nebraska and 
went 167 miles to Custer City, Dakota and then on 
to Deadwood, Dakota.  His charge was 10 cents per 
letter.  On July 1, 1878, he suspended operations 
and was succeeded by Marsh and Stephenson’s 4 
Horse Stage.” 
 
My key takeaway from Nathan’s write up is his 
conclusion that Clarke suspended operation of the 
Centennial Express on July 1, 1878, after beginning 
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it in July, 1876.  However, nothing in Nathan’s 
book is referenced to indicate how he arrived at the 
dates of operation, etc.  And, sadly, the notes he 
used in the compilation of his book have been lost 
to time.  My research, taken from original source 
documents and presented in the course of this 
article, indicates Clarke ceased his Centennial 
Express much earlier than Nathan indicated.   
 
Western Express (July, 1988) 
 
Without question, the most comprehensive write-up, 
to date, on Clarke’s Centennial Express was that 
authored by N. Leonard Persson in his July, 1988, 
Western Express article. (9)    
 
A portion of Persson’s 1988 article is reprinted as 
follows:     
 
“The printing of the Clarke's franks on these 
envelopes was done by one Joseph B. Gossage, 
founder and editor of the fledgling newspaper, the 
Sidney Telegraph.  Gossage was an enthusiastic 
supporter of the tiny town of Sidney to become the 
major supply point for the Black Hills.  

Being obviously endowed with promotional moxie 
and indefatigable energy, Clarke opened a supply 
house in Sidney and a store near the bridge; he 
negotiated a ‘mail’ contract with the Army (not with 
the Post Office Department in Washington) and 
established a post office in his store, which he called 
Camp Clarke in honor of the first and only 
postmaster; he provided express terminals in several 
Black Hill mining camps, and inaugurated a pony 
express from Sidney to the Black Hills -- all in the 
spring months of 1876!  The latter enterprise, with 
all of its difficulties of obtaining horses, hiring 
riders, and locating, building, manning and 
equipping the stations with supplies, constituted a 
profitless operation.  He therefore discontinued the 
pony service in June and contracted with the firm of 
Marsh and Stephenson to carry the mail he would 
collect at Sidney, Camp Clarke, and at his offices in 
the Black Hills for $4,000 per year.   
 
Clarke’s franked envelopes never saw true pony 
express duty.  The inscription on the back side of 
every cover thus far examined has mentioned the 
Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line.  About half of 
the covers more specifically mention ‘Dear’s Sidney 

Figure 8.  The front of a Persson Type 5 Clarke’s Centennial Express printed frank, 
postmarked “Sidney, Neb. Mar 29” (likely 1877) to Philadelphia.  The docket at left reads 
“April 2nd, L. D. Melton, Crook City, Dakota via Sidney, Nebr.”  This is an apparent 
reminder for the recipient to route letters for Melton to Sidney, so that Clarke could then 
take them via express to Crook City.  One of Persson’s key contributions to understanding 
Clarke’s printed franks was to develop a system for assigning “types” to each variety.   
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and Black Hills Stage Line.’  J. W. Dear was the 
post trader at the Red Cloud Indian Agency.  He is 
known to have offered passenger service from 
Sidney to Red Cloud Agency, but any stage 
operations by Dear north from the Agency have yet 
to be confirmed.   
 
The great variety of franks printed during less than a 
one year period suggests a couple of things.  First, 
the possibility that one or more frank types yet to be 
discovered is reasonably high since this is the initial 
effort to ferret out the varieties.  Secondly, it is quite 
probable that Clarke ordered printings from 
Gossage at the Sidney Telegraph on a number of 
different occasions.  He either regularly underesti-
mated the continuing demand for his express 
envelopes, or he did not want to tie up any more 
available funds than necessary in printing many 
thousands of government envelopes.  Costs per 
thousand of the vermillion and green entires were 
$33.00 and $32.80 respectively.  Clarke claimed to 
have printed and distributed thousands of 
envelopes.” 
 
Persson draws several interesting conclusions, listed 
below, with my comments on each provided in 
brackets.   
 

1.) The Clarke’s Centennial Express printed 
franks were produced by Joseph B. Gossage, 
editor of the Sidney Telegraph newspaper in 
Sidney, Nebraska.  [I’ve not been able to verify 
or refute this statement in any of my extensive 
research.  However, it is quite probable, in my 
opinion.] 
2.) Clarke discontinued his pony express service 
in June (1876).  [Incorrect, as verified by 
research shown later in this article.] 
3.) The Clarke’s printed franks never saw true 
pony express duty.  [Incorrect, as verified by 
research shown later in this article.] 

 
Unfortunately, Persson provided no detail regarding 
how he arrived at these conclusions (i.e., no 
references).   And, even more sadly, N. Leonard 
Persson passed away prior to the publication of his 
article, so we missed the opportunity to ask him 
clarifying questions.      

However, one of the key contributions of Persson’s 
article was the development of a system for 
differentiating the various types of printed franks. (9) 
His exact methodology and the resultant various 
types of printed franks will be discussed later in this 
article.   
 
 
The Western Express Companies, 1850-1890 (2013) 
 
Oscar Thomas’ 2013 book (10) contains write-ups for 
“Clarke’s Pony Express (Sidney Pony Express)” 
and “Clarke’s Centennial Express (Sidney Short 
Route).”   These are basically different phases of 
operation of the same express company.  Thomas’ 
primary references were the Persson article and 
personal communications with me, based on the 
limited research I had done to that point.  Thomas 
published, for the first time in any book, many of 
Clarke’s printed franks in color, showing both the 
front and back with all their promotional detail.   
 
 
Henry Tefft Clarke and the Platte River Bridge 
 
Henry Tefft Clarke, Sr. (April 26, 1834 – February 
3, 1913) was an American businessman, pioneer, 
and politician from Nebraska.  Born in Greenwich, 
New York, he was educated in the local schools.  
He moved to Cleveland, Ohio and eventually to 
Nebraska Territory, where he built railroads and 
bridges.  Eventually, he opened a retail drug 
company and helped plat Bellevue, Nebraska.  In 
1862, he served in the Nebraska Territorial House of 
Representatives and in 1864, was elected to the 
Nebraska Territorial Council.  He also served on the 
Omaha, Nebraska, Board of Education during this 
time.  He died in Excelsior Springs, Missouri on 
February 3, 1913 and is buried at Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park, Omaha, Nebraska. (11)   
 
The Illustrated History of Nebraska (1911) (12) 
elaborates a bit further on some aspects of Clarke’s 
business life, by noting, “in the spring of 1856 Mr. 
Clarke became the steamboat agent at Bellevue, and 
from dealing in a small way in provisions he soon 
branched out into a general merchandise business.” 
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Clarke was most certainly involved in the steamboat 
business, as evidenced by the cover shown in Figure 
10, which shows “H. T. Clarke & Bro” (H. T. 
Clarke and A. M. Clarke) as “Grocers, Forwarding 
& Commission Merchants, & General Steamboat & 
Collecting Agents, Bellevue, Nebraska.”   

Clarke was quite the entrepreneur, as Morton adds 
that “In 1870 Mr. Clarke commenced building 
railroad and highway bridges, aggregating in length 
from one to two miles a year.  He built seven 
bridges over the Platte river, three of which he 
owned.  The last bridge he built was the sixty-one-
span truss bridge over the north fork of the Platte 
River at Camp Clarke, which was completed in 
1876.” (12) 
 
Morton went on to write, “Mr. Clarke established 
the Clarke Centennial pony letter express, operating 
between Sidney and all mining points in the Black 
Hills; and he also established post offices in all the 
mining towns.  Regular stations were located along 
this express line from forty to eighty miles apart in a 
country beset by hostile Sioux and Cheyenne 
Indians.”  In addition, Morton noted, “The main 
office of the company in the Black Hills was located 
at Deadwood, where Mr. Clarke operated a large 
wholesale store, dealing in mining camp supplies.  
The post office department turned over to him at 
Sidney all the mail for the Black Hills, and received 
from him all mail from that section.  For his services 
he was paid at the rate of ten cents for each letter, all 
uncalled for mail being returned to the dead letter 
office.  He also had a contract with the war 
department to carry all army mail between Ft. 
Sidney and Camps Clarke and Robinson.” (12)  
 

Figure 9.  Henry Tefft Clarke, Sr.  Photograph taken 
from Illustrated History of Nebraska. (12) 

Figure 10.  Postmarked “Bellevue, N. T. Jun 28” (1858).  H. T. Clarke’s biography 
from Illustrated History of Nebraska (12) notes that he was the steamboat agent at 
Bellevue, Nebraska Territory beginning in 1856.   
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The book Proceedings and Collections of the 
Nebraska State Historical Society (1902), (13) in the 
chapter entitled “Freighting – Denver and the Black 
Hills,” contains a section which starts “The 
following paper was read by Mr. H. T. Clarke, of 
Omaha, before the annual meeting of the Nebraska 
State Historical Society, January 9, 1901”.  
Although written 25 years after he ran his historic, 
“Centennial Express,” the facts contained in Henry 
T. Clarke’s 1901 speech seem to be accurate, with a 
few exceptions.   By all accounts, he was an honest 
and energetic man.  Key portions of his speech are 
provided below:   
 

“In the winter of 1875 and ’76, Stephens & 
Wilcox of Omaha and other merchants 
requested that I should look over the North 
Platte line to Camp Robinson and Sheridan.  
They and other Omaha jobbers wanted to 
make a short line between Sidney and the 
military stations and the Black Hills gold 
country, which was then going as far west as 
Cheyenne, and crossing the Platte at old Fort 
Laramie, ninety miles west of Camp Clarke, 
and see if it was practicable to bridge the 
Platte at that point.  I did so, and reported 
favorably.  The bridge would be some 2,000 
feet or more long.  They then undertook to 
form a bridge company and put in a bridge, 
but found Omaha people were not willing to 
put money in so large an undertaking in the 
Sioux and Cheyenne Indian country, and had 
to give it up.  Then they came to me and 
wanted to know if I would put in a toll bridge 
and accept a bonus.  I answered, ‘Yes,’ and 
the amount named was satisfactory.  They 
soon made up the amount, and I placed one of 
my bridge foremen in the lumber yard of 
Katers & Son, Moline, Ill., and Schruker & 
Miller, Davenport, Ia., to construct the 
bridge.  
 
The Chicago & Rock Island and the Union 
Pacific railroads all saw the importance of 
the move and freighted all material free of 
cost from those points to Sidney – consisting 
of three large wagon train loads and teamed it 
from Sidney to the river. 
 

The iron was manufactured at Milwaukee and 
piles secured in the hills southwest from the 
bridge site.  This bridge was completed in 
June, 1876, [other research shows that this 
could have been as early as May 10, 1876] 
and was one of the strongest and best of the 
Platte River bridges, the seventh one I built, 
and is still standing [in 1901].  It was strong 
enough to carry mining machinery over, on 
short coupled wagons, drawn by seven to ten 
yoke of cattle, being, in fact, strong enough to 
carry a railway train.” 

Figure 11.  Circa 1876 photograph from the 
Nebraska State Historical Society (14) showing the 
“Camp Clarke Bridge,” the famous “61-span truss 
bridge over the Platte River” over which H. T. 
Clarke ran his Centennial Express from Sidney, 
Nebraska to the Black Hills of Dakota Territory.   

Figure 12.  A photograph of Camp Clarke, 
Nebraska as it appeared in 1876 (Nebraska State 
Historical Society). (14) Several of the bridge trusses 
are visible in the background of the photo.   

 
“Then came the stampede from the Black 
Hills, of some 150 people, claiming the mines 
had played out.  Captain Jack McColl of 
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Lexington, Neb. (late candidate for governor), 
with others came to inquire if they could cross 
the bridge, or would they have to go east on 
the north side to the town of North Platte, 
about 130 miles away, and cross the 
combined Union Pacific and highway bridge, 
as they all wished to keep together, and many 
of them were broke and had no money.  I 
replied that they could cross, and those that 
had money could pay and those that had none 
could pass free. 

 
This looked discouraging, and I thought of the 
old saying, ‘a fool and his money soon 
parted.’  Fortunately for the writer, there was 
much gold in the Black Hills and much travel 
from Sidney to points north over the bridge.  
With the opening of the bridge and short route 
between the railroad and Sidney, Deadwood, 
Custer City, Lead City, Rapid City, and other 
mining camps, the travel changed from 
Cheyenne and other points to Sidney, and in a 
short time Sidney was the great starting point 

for all eastern and western people, the Indian 
supplies and travel changing from Cheyenne 
to Sidney, and Sidney was the most likely of 
any railroad town on the Union Pacific, and 
the road between Sidney and the hills was 
soon black with people coming and going. 
 
The postal department of the general 
government would not furnish mail to the 
Hills, claiming it was Indian country, and they 
had no interest there, although the revenue 
department of the government collected on 
whiskey, tobacco, etc. 
 
To make a success of my undertaking, I 
thought it desirable that there should be mail 
facilities in the Black Hills, and put on 
Clarke’s Centennial Express, and opened up 
offices in all the leading mining camps in the 
Black Hills. 
 
I placed Centennial envelopes on sale in all 
the camps, Omaha, and Chicago, and some of 
the railroad ticket offices.  I had these made 
small so as to enclose in ordinary envelopes, 
so that parties could send them when writing 
to friends and insure quick replies.  We made 
the trips each way once a week. 
 
The riders had no stopping stations between 
Sidney and the bridge, and but one between 
the bridge and Red Cloud (Camp Robinson), 
and none between Camp Robinson (Red 
Cloud) and Custer City, some seventy miles.  
Our riders were men of nerve, and killed 
many horses in the long rides.  What rest the 
riders got on the plains would be to stop and 
with lariat in hand while the ponies fed on the 
grass. 
 
I arranged with the postal department to turn 
over all mails to me at Sidney, for points in 
the Hills, and for it to accept all of my mail at 
Sidney. 
 
With the war department, through Omaha 
headquarters, I contracted to carry the army 
mail between Fort Sidney, Camp Clarke, and 
Camp Robinson, and for the government to 
give me protection for the bridge, and they 

Figure 13.  A detailed map of “Camp 
Clark” (sometimes it is written without the “e” of 
“Clarke”), showing the store at the south end of the 
bridge and the “stage stable,” and “ranch saloon” at 
the north end.  Unfortunately, I’ve had this scan in 
my personal archives for some time, and was not 
able to locate the source document from which I 
extracted it.   
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built a two story block house on the island on 
which the end of the bridge rested.   They 
were anxious to protect the bridge, and placed 
a squad of infantry in the block house and a 
company of cavalry on the south end of the 
bridge, at Camp Clarke store and post office.  
They paid me large sums of money for use of 
the bridge.  The nearest bridge west was 
ninety miles at Fort Laramie, and 130 miles to 
North Platte City on the east. 

 
The rates for crossing were $2 for horses, 
mules, or oxen, wagon and driver, and was 
fifty cents for each additional horse, mule, ox, 
or man.  I had more fears that some bad white 
men would burn the bridge than the Indians; 
the latter had always been friendly to me at 
Bellevue, in 1855, when we had 1,000 
Omahas and the Sioux and Cheyennes, from 
’76 to ’77 and later. 
 
Later on I contracted with Marsh & 
Stephenson to put four-horse coaches on to 
carry my mail, paying them $4,000 per year, 
and thus get stage services between Sidney, 
Camp Clarke, Camp Robinson, Rapid City, 
Deadwood, and other towns and camps in the 
Hills, and later the government contracted to 
transport mails, taking the place of Clarke’s 
Centennial Express. 
 
The bridge was a great success, but the 
Centennial Express was unprofitable, owing 
to the large expense for men, horses, and 
feed.” (13) 

 
 
The Platte River Bridge and Clarke’s 
“Centennial Express” 
 
Gold was the most valuable commodity shipped out 
of the Hills, but the most welcome, and weight for 
weight, the most expensive item shipped was mail.  
A “pony express” of sorts was established in 
November 1875 to carry letters at twenty-five cents 
each from Custer to the Spotted Tail Agency (note 
that this was not Clarke’s express).  It did not last 
long, however.  Private carriers, teamsters, and the 
like, brought mail from other towns, usually selling 

it at ten cents a letter to self-appointed 
“postmasters” who retailed the letters to the 
addressees for twenty-five cents each.  Long lines of 
miners waited after every arrival of mail, while half-
a-dozen clerks sorted and distributed the letters.  It 
was an invariable rule that no one might ask for 
more than one name, so the tenderfoot who 
thoughtlessly offered to bring back his friend’s 
letters usually spent the whole day in town and 
returned a sadder and wearier man. (2) 
 
Clarke’s bridge across the North Platte River was 
operable as early as May, 1876, contrary to his own 
reminiscence 25 years later that it was competed in 
June of that year. (13) The route taken to the Black 
Hills from Sidney is shown in Figure 14, on the 
following page, highlighted in red.   
 
The Cheyenne Daily Leader disparaged the Sidney 
route bridge in their article of May 24, 1876 (page 
4, column 4), shown in Figure 15: 
 
“The Sidney Bridge Speculation. 
 
The few people who have recently been misled into 
taking the Sidney route to the Black Hills, have 
been heavily taxed for crossing the Platte bridge 
owned by Omaha speculators[.]  The latter evidently 
anticipate no extensive patronage, and therefore 
charge accordingly.  One party with six teams, last 
week, had to pay forty-three dollars for crossing the 
bridge; a few more such customers will soon 
reimburse the owners for their outlay, unless high 
water should land the bridge where it would prove 
unavailable for travel.  Black Hills travelers need 
only to be told that there is a free bridge, a 
substantial iron structure, over the Platte on the 
Cheyenne route, and they will without question 
avoid the imposters who have built a cheap, 
temporary affair on the Sidney route, for the 
purpose of wringing a few dollars from the 
misguided pilgrims.” 
 
The route from Sidney, Nebraska to the Black Hills 
began with the establishment of the first leg, which 
went as far as Red Cloud Agency (refer to Figure 
14).  The Sidney Telegraph newspaper of May 27, 
1876, (page 5, column 3) carried the notice (Figure 
16), which read:   
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Figure 14.  Map showing the relative proximity of the various locations from Sidney, Nebraska 
to Deadwood, in the northern Black Hills.  The route highlighted in red is that of Clarke’s 
Centennial Express.  As with Figure 8, I apologize that I cannot find the source from which I 
pulled this very useful map.   
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“Mr. J. W. Dear, the proprietor of the stage line, 
arrived here last Monday evening.  He left for 
Cheyenne on Tuesday morning.  He will leave here 
next Tuesday on the stage for the Indian Agency.  He 
will have his hair cut and head sandpapered before 
leaving here for the north.”   
 
The latter part of this notice is an obvious reference 
to the potential for being scalped by the Indians.  
Keep in mind that Dear’s departure (May 30, 1876, 
for Red Cloud Agency) would have been about three 
weeks before the Custer massacre at Little Big Horn.  
I seriously doubt that Dear was in fear for his scalp, 
however, as he was the post trader at Red Cloud 
Agency, as illustrated by the corner card of the cover 
shown in Figure 17.   

Figure 15.  Article from the May 24, 1876, Cheyenne 
Daily Leader denouncing the supposedly costly 
Sidney route to the Black Hills. 

Figure 16.  Sidney Telegraph newspaper notice in the 
May 27, 1876, issue, noting that J. W. Dear, 
proprietor of the stage line would leave “next 
Tuesday” [May 30] for the Indian Agency.  

Figure 17.  Cover postmarked “Red Cloud Agency --- May 25” (circa 1874-1875) with J. W. Dear, Indian Trader, Red 
Cloud Agency, Wyo. Ter. corner card.  The state/territorial designation had been excised from this handstamp device.  
Earlier examples are known with “Wyo” and later ones with “Neb.”  From 1871 to 1873, Red Cloud Agency was 
further west than shown in Figure 14, basically right on the border between Wyoming Territory and Nebraska.  Then, 
from 1873 to 1877, Red Cloud Agency was located as shown in Figure 14.  Therefore, my conclusion is that this cover 
was postmarked shortly after the move of the agency to the “1873 to 1877” location and the new device with “Neb” in 
the dial had not yet arrived…so, the postmaster simply removed “Wyo” from the old handstamp.   
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Clarke, in his 1901 recollection of the events of 25 
years earlier, stated that the bridge at Camp Clarke 
over the North Platte River was completed in June, 
1876. (13)  It seems unlikely that Dear’s “stage line” 
could have operated in the spring of 1876 (in late 
May) without a bridge over the North Platte…
especially since this would have been the season 
during which the river was at spring flood stage.  
Parker (2) (page 66) claimed that Clarke’s bridge 
over the (North) Platte was completed May 10, 
1876.  I am more inclined to believe Parker, as the 
bridge would have been completed before Dear’s 
stage line and its scheduled departure on Tuesday, 
May 30, 1876.  Furthermore, the article shown as 
Figure 15 indicates the bridge was in operation by 
May 24, 1876.   
 
The June 10, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph 
(page 5, column 3) contained the notice of Figure 
18, which read:   
 
“Camp Clarke.   
Camp Clarke is becoming a lively place since the 
completion of the bridge across the North Platte 
river, on the Sidney road to the Agencies and the 
black Hills.  The Camp now contains a large and 
well-furnished Hotel, a large warehouse, a general 
store, a feed store and a large corral.”   

Figure 18.  Sidney Telegraph puff piece on Camp 
Clarke, from the June 10, 1876, issue.   

 
Wasting no time or space, a second article appeared 
in the same June 10, 1876, Sidney Telegraph issue 
(page 5, column 2).  Only the first part of the article 
is shown in Figure 19, due to poor quality of the 
copy, with the entirety of the article transcribed as 
follows: 
 

”THE PROMISED LAND! 
Fifty-Eight Teams, and One Hundred and  
Ten Men on route 
What is Said of the Sidney Route 
 
On Wednesday last [June 7, 1876], Mr. H. T. Clarke 
loaded 30 teams with 45,000 pounds of freight (all 
purchased in this city) and on Thursday morning 
[June 8, 1876] started for Custer City.  Mr. Clarke is 
a wide awake business man, who knows what he is 
doing, when he loads so many teams for the new El 
Dorado.  He informed us that if he could have 
secured the service of as many more teams, he 
would have loaded them.  The train in all will 
number about 30 teams and 50 men. 
 
Up to the time of going to press, there have been 58 
teams and about 110 men left this city, bound for 
the Hills, since our last issue.   
 
We acknowledge that as yet, our city is short of the 
wealth that Cheyenne has, for the purpose of 
advertising our route, but we console ourselves by 
knowing it to be by far the shortest route to Custer 
than from any other point on the U. P. [Union 
Pacific Railroad] line.   
 
Captain Eagan, U.S. A. [U. S. Army], we are 
informed, remarked:  ‘That it was utterly impossible 
to travel the Cheyenne route through the Red 
Canyon.’  This being true, all the travel from 
Cheyenne will be via Red Cloud Agency and the 
Sidney route, thus making Sidney 140 miles shorter 
than the Cheyenne route to Custer City, and a much 
better road to travel. 
 
It will take but a short time, Captain Smith, of 
Omaha, remarked, to convince all who go to and 
return from the Hills, that Sidney is the shortest and 
safest route to the Hills.  On the strength of this 
assertion he has put on a regular fast freight line 
from here to Deadwood.  His teams were loaded and 
started north on Wednesday last. 
 
All reports coming from the Hills this week are 
favorable, and new paying mines are being 
discovered daily. 
 
Captain George Hubert, who arrived from the Hills 
last week, returned with his train Thursday evening.  
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He says the Sidney route is good enough for him.  
May success attend him. 
 
Captain J. C. McCall, of Plum Creek and County 
Clerk of Dawson county, crossed the bridge over the 
North Platte with 30 men and teams, on Saturday 
last.  He was only 5 days out from Custer City.  The 
Captain is much pleased with the Sidney route, and, 
of course, will advise all adventurers to travel it.  He 
returned home by the road on the south bank of the 
Platte.  He was 7 weeks on the road to the Hills, 
from Plum Creek, but claims to have hunted part of 
the time.  Captain war’nt yer huntin’ for water in the 
sand hills, or a better road?  There is plenty of gold 
in the Hills, he thinks, and is satisfied all who 
remain there will do well.   
 
J. C. McCall is a jolly good fellow and a No. 1 
Captain.”   

Figure 19.  The first portion of an article that also 
appeared in the June 10, 1876, issue of the Sidney 
Telegraph, further touting the Sidney route to the 
Black Hills.   

But, the most interesting article in the June 10, 
1876, Sidney Telegraph was just beneath (also page 
5, column 2) the lengthy one transcribed above.  
Illustrated as Figure 20, it reads:   
 
“The Telegraph’s Pony Express left for the North at 
[?] o’clock yesterday evening – Jack Smith, the 
noted Indian fighter and scout being in charge.”   

Figure 20.  This article from the Sidney Telegraph 
issue of June 10, 1876, indicates that “The 
Telegraph’s Pony Express for the North” left the 
prior evening, June 9, 1876.   

 
Thus, June 9, 1876, was the departure of this pony 
express.  What is not clear is whether this was 
Clarke’s pony express all the way into the Black 
Hills.  Perhaps it was only an express messenger to/
from Red Cloud Agency, as dispatched by the 
Sidney Telegraph newspaper.    
 
The Sidney Telegraph was a weekly newspaper in 
1876, being published every Saturday.  Nothing of 
note was found in the June 17 issue.  However, the 
June 24, 1876, issue had the first advertisement 
(page 1, column 3) for H. T. Clarke…but only for 
his grocery business (Figure 21, following page).  
The ad cites his locations as being “South of New 
Freight Depot, Main Street, Sidney, Nebraska, and, 
at Camp Clarke, North Platte River Bridge.”  No 
mention is made of any express or stage operation to 
the Black Hills.   
 
The same June 24, 1876, issue of the Sidney 
Telegraph contained a lengthy article (page 1, 
column 3), part of which is shown as Figure 22 
(following page), basically highlighting why Sidney 
was the preferred route to the Black Hills, provides 
data on distances, prices for goods in Sidney, etc…
but, still, without mention of any express operation.  
The full article is transcribed below, as it is an 
interesting “puff piece” on the Black Hills and for 
Sidney:   
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“THE BLACK HILLS! 
Information of Interest to Those Who are Going 
There! 
Sidney, the Shortest and Best Route and the 
Place to Outfit at! 
Distance Table – Passenger Fares and Freight 
Rates – Etc. 
 
In answer to the hundreds of communications we 
are in receipt of, we have compiled the budget of 
information herewith given, for the benefit of all 
who are afflicted with the Black Hills fever.  While 
it is not as complete as we desire, we think it will 
answer most of the questions asked. 
 
The first question propounded is whether we really 
believe there is gold in the Black Hills.  This has 

been too well proven to admit of doubt.  Gold is 
found in paying quantities in nearly all portions of 
the region, the richest discoveries having been of 
quite recent occurrence, on Deadwood and 
Whitewood creeks, some sixty miles from Custer 
City, which is now a large and flourishing town, 
with regularly elected officers, a full complement of 
business houses, etc.   
 
West and north of the Black Hills lie extensive 
mountain ranges of similar formation, which have 
been but little explored, but which are full of gold 
and silver, which latter metal has been discovered in 
large and rich veins, within thirty miles of Custer 
City.  Good gold quartz mines have also been found 
in the Hills. 
 

Figure 21.  H. T. Clarke’s first advertisement in the 
Sidney Telegraph (June 24, 1876) with no mention of 
any express, freight or stage service to the Black 
Hills.  The ad simply mentions that he has locations 
in both Sidney, Nebraska and “at Camp Clarke, 
North Platte River Bridge.”   

Figure 22.  A portion of the article from the Sidney 
Telegraph of June 24, 1876, detailing some aspects of 
travel to the Black Hills from Sidney, Nebraska.    
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Distances. 
 
Following we give the distance from Sidney to the 
Black Hills, the points mentioned being, as it will be 
seen, at convenient distances apart for camping, and 
having accommodations for travelers: 
 
Sidney to    miles 
Water Hole      12 
Water Hole to Green Wood    12 
Green Wood to Court House Rock   10 
Court House Rock to North Platte river Crossing 
        8 
Platte Crossing to Red Willow   10 
Red Willow to Snake River    12 
Snake River to Point of Rocks    8 
Point of Rocks to Running Water   18 
Running Water to Antelope Creek   14 
Antelope Creek to Burdoe Creek    7 
Burdoe Creek to White River    12 
White River to Tenbutes     8 
Tenbutes to Beaver Creek    20 
Beaver Creek to Custer City    22 
     169 
 
These distances are by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  The stage line leaves 
this route at Snake River, and running through Red 
Cloud.  The distance by this route is 182 miles. 
 
Transportations, Etc. 
 
At present there is a stage line running between 
Sidney and Red Cloud.  The fare to Red Cloud, first
-class, is $12.50.  The line will be extended on to 
Custer City by the 1st of April, [obviously, this 
article was written prior to April 1, 1876 and for 
some reason did not appear in this newspaper until 
June 24, 1876] running through in twenty-eight 
hours’ actual travel. 
 
Fare will be as follows:  First-class, Sidney to 
Custer City, $20; second-class, Sidney to Custer 
City, $15.  Transportation can be had by the freight 
lines from Sidney to Custer City at $10.  (These 
rates apply only to through tickets.) 
 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation 
for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  Freight charges, 
Sidney to Custer City range from 3 to 5 cents per 

pound, according to the kind of animals employed 
and time consumed on the road. 
 
Horses are plenty and cheap here.  Prices range as 
follows:  Well-broken saddle horses, $25 @ 75 
each; [Dr. Robert J. Chandler informs me that this 
designation refers to “buy” and “sell” prices, 
respectively] or with saddle, bridle, etc., from $40 
up.  Well-broken work teams, $100 @ 250 per span; 
single carriage horses, $100 @ 250 each; mules, 
$200 @ 400 per span.   
 
It will cost less to outfit here than to bring outfits 
with you.  Heavy stocks and hot competition cause 
this.  All kinds of provisions and mining tools can 
be had cheap. 
 
The following are prices for mining tools, of which 
our merchants carry a large stock:  Gold Pans, $1.15 
@ 1.40; Sluicing Forks, $2; Shovels, spring points, 
$1.40 @ 1.50; Quick Silver, per pound, $1.75 @ 
2.00; Picks, $1.25 @ 2.50.  By outfitting elsewhere 
it will cost a man at least 25 percent more than it 
would if purchased in Sidney.”   

The July 1, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph 
informed readers (page 5, column 4) that “Henry T. 
Clarke the new postmaster at Camp Clarke, was in 
the best town in Nebraska, the first of the week.”  
Kraft’s book Nebraska Post Offices and Postmaster 
records that Henry T. Clarke was first postmaster at 
Camp Clarke beginning  with its establishment on 
June 16, 1876. (15) The “Personals” section of the 

Figure 23.  Sidney Telegraph July 1, 1876, article 
noting Clarke was the new postmaster at Camp 
Clarke and that he and Lieutenant Hay went there 
to inspect the new block house.   
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Telegraph went on to say “Henry T. Clarke and 
Lieut. Chas. Hay, left for Camp Clarke last 
Thursday to inspect the new block-house erected 
there for the Government troops.”   

 
The July 15, 1876, Lincoln, Nebraska Daily State 
Journal (page 4) was the first to mention Clarke’s 
carriage of the mail, including the sale of his printed 
frank envelopes, with the article (Figure 24) 
reading: 
 
“Mr. H. T. Clark, of Douglas county, Nebraska, has, 
we understand, completed arrangements for the 
carrying of mail matter to and from the Black Hills, 
by way of the Sidney short route.  He sells 
government stamped envelopes, on which he has 
printed ‘Sidney Short Route – Clarke’s Centennial 
route to the Black Hills.  In consideration of the 10 
cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment 
its possession bears evidence, the undersigned 
agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific railroad at 
Sidney, Nebraska, to various points along the route 
mentioned above.’”   
 
This article gives the supposed exact wording of the 
printed frank on the government stamped envelopes.  

However, this specific wording does not match 
exactly with any known Persson documented 
printed frank. (9)  Perhaps the quoted text from the 
newspaper article is in error?  Or, perhaps there is 
another type of printed frank, yet to be discovered?   
 
Unfortunately, no specific date is provided in the 
article regarding when the mail carriage actually 
began…or, was planned to begin.  It only states that 
“arrangements have been made for carrying the 
mail.”   
 
Meanwhile, in the local Sidney newspaper, Clarke 
continued to advertise mundane groceries, like 
shown at the bottom of the “Special Locals” section 
of the July 15, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph 
(page 5, column 4) in which was noted “Oat meal, 
best in the market, at H. T. Clarke’s.” (Figure 25)   

Figure 25.  While the Lincoln Daily State Journal 
touted Clarke’s express operation, the Sidney 
Telegraph of the same date (July 15, 1876) touted his 
“Oat meal, best in the market.”   

 
The same issue, under “Personals” (page 5, column 
4), included the comment “Mr. H. T. Clarke arrived 
from the east on Thursday morning last” (Figure 
26).  Maybe he had been away from Sidney selling 
his franked envelopes and garnering support in the 
larger cities for his express?   

Figure 26.  Also from the Sidney Telegraph of July 
15, 1876, this brief in the Personals section notes 
that H. T. Clarke arrived back into Sidney “from 
the east.”   

Figure 24.  Lincoln, Nebraska Daily State Journal 
newspaper of July 15, 1876, mentions that Clarke 
(misspelled “Clark” in the article) has completed 
arrangements for carriage of mail to and from the 
Black Hills, and that he is selling franked envelopes.   
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The Deadwood City, Dakota Territory Black Hills 
Pioneer newspaper of July 22, 1876, (Volume 1, 
Number 7) provided some real specificity regarding 
the commencement of Clarke’s Centennial Express, 
with the article (page 4, column 1), shown as Figure 
27, which read (my bold face type for emphasis):   
 
“Clarke’s Sidney pony express started out on its 
first trip to Sidney, on the U. P. R. R., last 
Wednesday morning.  We are promised the 
round trip will be made in ten days – five days 
out and five in – and that it will hereafter run 
regularly.” 
 
July 22, 1876 was a Saturday; thus, “last Wednes-
day morning” would have been July 19, 1876…the 
date on which “Clarke’s Sidney pony express” 
made its first trip from Deadwood, Dakota 
Territory to Sidney, Nebraska.   

Figure 27.  This short article, from the Deadwood 
City, Dakota Territory Black Hills Pioneer of July 
22, 1876, provides us with the specific date on which 
Clarke’s pony express began operating (Wednesday, 
July 19, 1876) with their first trip from Deadwood, 
Dakota Territory to Sidney, Nebraska.   

 
The Sidney Telegraph of the same date (July 22, 
1876) made no mention of the commencement of 
any express to or from Sidney, but did carry an 
article (page 7, column 2) mentioning Clarke’s 
freighting operation (Figure 28): 
 
“H. T. Clarke, loaded and started to the Hills this 
week thirty teams with freight aggregating 56,701 
lbs.  These goods all belong to Mr. Clarke, and aside 
from this amount of freight he has forwarded over 
90,000 lbs for other parties, during the present 
week.  Making a total freight forwarded to the Hills, 
from Sidney, since our last issue over 200,000 lbs.  
And Sidney is a ‘dull town’?  Figures won’t lie.  
How are you pretended Cheyenne?” 
 
 

Sidney, Nebraska and Cheyenne, Wyoming 
Territory were great rivals in the competition for the 
Black Hills trade.  “How are you pretended 
Cheyenne?” was the first of many shots these two 
cities would take at each other over the course of the 
following couple years.   

Figure 28.  Article from the Sidney Telegraph July 
22, 1876, with no mention of Clarke’s pony express, 
only his freighting business, and the first of many 
shots at rival city Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory.   

 
The next issue of the Black Hills Pioneer (July 29, 
1876) made no mention of Clarke’s express 
operation.  It did, however, contain the first Black 
Hills newspaper advertisements (page 4, column 1) 
for his grocery business (Figure 29, following page), 
noting “Choice Teas, Sugar, Coffee, and Syrup at H. 
T. Clarke’s.”  Later in the same column are several 
other short ads for “Pickled Pigs Feet, Lambs 
Tongue, and Sauer Kraut,” as well as “Good 
assortment Can Goods” and “Sugar Cured Hams.”   
 
As an aside, one of pieces of news interspersed with 
Clarke’s advertisements is especially interesting:  
“On Tuesday millions of grasshoppers put in an 
appearance, literally filling the air.  They took a 
view of the surroundings, and finding they could not 
make a ‘square meal’ on gold dust and rich lodes, 
immediately took their departure for fiel[d]s more 
green.  Poor hopper!”  The local newspapers never 
missed a chance to promote their locale.  Even a 
plague of locusts was twisted into a positive story 
by the Black Hills Pioneer!  
 
The August 5, 1876, Black Hills Pioneer contained 
one of the most informative articles (page 4, column 
2) found regarding the operation of Clarke’s 
Centennial Express (Figure 30, following page), 
transcribed as follows:   
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Figure 30.  Deadwood Black Hills Pioneer article 
from the August 5, 1876, issue providing specifics on 
the schedule for Clarke’s Centennial Express.   

 

“The quickest time yet made between the U. P. 
Railroad and this city was by Clarke’s Centenni-
al Express, which left Sidney at 3:45 on the 
morning of August 1st, and arrived in Deadwood 
on Friday evening at 5:30.  Mr. Clarke, the 
proprietor of this line, is a reliable man, and it is 
his intention to run the express weekly, at 
present leaving here on Tuesdays, and arriving 
on Saturdays.  Stamped envelopes can be 
obtained at his store, at ten cents each, which 
carry letters to their destination.”  
 
The first sentence of the same article was reprinted 
in the August 25, 1876, issue of The New 
NorthWest, Deer Lodge, Montana Territory’s 
newspaper.  Credit was given the Black Hills 
Pioneer for the information.   
 
Just two weeks earlier, the Black Hills Pioneer had 
referred to the operation as “Clarke’s Sidney pony 
express.”  This article likely reflects what Clarke 
had printed on his franked government stamped 
envelopes for sale at his store in Deadwood:  
“Clarkes Centennial Express.”   
 
More importantly, the article gives specific dates of 
operation, noting that the express left Sidney at 3:45 
a.m. on August 1st (which was a Tuesday) and 
arrived into Deadwood on Friday evening (August 
4th) at 5:30 pm.  This calculates to a carriage time of 
just under 86 hours to make the trip from Sidney to 
Deadwood.  The article goes on to specify that 
Clarke planned to leave Deadwood on Tuesdays 
(e.g., August 8, 15, 22, etc.) and arrive into Sidney 
on Saturdays (e.g., August 12, 19, 26, etc.).  This 
schedule may be useful in dating specific Clarke’s 
Centennial Express covers, as nearly all entered the 
mails at Sidney, Nebraska with a month/day 
handstamp…but without a year date.   
 
The Sidney Telegraph August 5, 1876, issue (page 
5, column 2) announced the arrival of the express 
from the Black Hills (Figure 31, following page):   
 
“CARRY THE NEWS.   
Still on the Gain 
H. T. Clarke’s Pony Express 
The Trip From Deadwood to Sidney Made  
In Four Days 
 

Figure 29.  The Deadwood Black Hills Pioneer 
carried this string of ads and “news” items in the 
July 29, 1876, issue, which included several ads for 
Clarke’s grocery business.   
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H. G. Rockfellow [pony express rider for Clarke’s 
Centennial Express] arrived from Deadwood on 
Tuesday last, bringing with him over 600 letters, 
and was only four days out from Deadwood.  This 
was Mr. R’s first trip and he informs us that if he 
had been posted on the cut-offs, he would have 
made the trip in three and a half days.  By the 
establishment of this route by our enterprising 
townsman, Mr. Clarke, we can send and receive 
mail twice a week, which still increases the glowing 
prospects of the future Star of the West, Sidney.”   
 
Per the newspaper’s schedule, the Sidney Telegraph 
was published on a Saturday (August 5, 1876, in 
this case), meaning that “Tuesday last” was August 
1, 1876.   Therefore, it’s very likely that the cover of 
Figure 32, postmarked “Sidney, Neb. Aug 1,” was 
one of the 600 letters carried by Mr. Rockfellow, 
pony express rider for Clarke’s Centennial Express, 
on this particular trip.   
 
The August 5, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph 
(page 5, column 4) also mentioned Clarke’s return 
to Sidney (Figure 33, following page):  “H. T. 
Clarke arrived from the East on Tuesday last, and 
left for Camp Clarke the next day.”   Perhaps he was 
again on a mission to the “East” by selling his 
franked express envelopes and promoting his 
“Sidney Short Route.”   

Figure 32.  Postmarked “Sidney, Neb. Aug 1,” this cover was very likely one of the 
“600 letters” delivered to Sidney by Mr. H. G. Rockfellow, pony express rider for 
Clarke’s Centennial Express, on August 1, 1876 (Persson Type 1 printed frank).   

Figure 31.  Sidney Telegraph August 5, 1876, article 
touting “H. T. Clarke’s Pony Express” and noting its 
arrival “Tuesday last” (August 1, 1876).   
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Figure 33.  This brief, from the Sidney Telegraph of 
August 5, 1876, mentioned Clarke’s arrival back 
into Sidney on “Tuesday last” (August 1) and his 
departure for Camp Clarke the next day (August 2).   

 
The August 12, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph 
made no mention of Clarke’s express operation.  
Instead, it only contained an advertisement (page 1, 
column 2) for him as a “Wholesale Grocer,” as well 
as “Forwarding and Commission Merchant” with 
locations “South of New Freight Depot, Main 
Street, Sidney, Nebraska, and at Camp Clarke, 
North Platte River Bridge.” (Figure 34)  

Figure 34.  The Sidney Telegraph August 12, 1876, 
issue contained only this advertisement for Clarke, 
with no mention of his express operation.    

 
Cheyenne fires back!  The Cheyenne Weekly Leader 
of August 17, 1876, (page 6) finally took its first 
sarcastic shot back at Sidney and, although not 
mentioning it by name, at Clarke’s Centennial 
Express (Figure 35):   
 

“Letters entrusted to the care of the pony express 
line on the Sidney route on the 22nd of July, have 
just reached this city.  Nineteen days is fast time for 
a pony express.  Our lines make the trip from 
Deadwood to Fort Laramie in three days and will 
soon do it in less time.”   

Figure 35.  Cheyenne Weekly Leader article of 
August 17, 1876, sarcastically notes “Nineteen days 
is fast time for a pony express,” in reference to the 
Sidney route’s mail carriage.   

 
It is not clear why letters carried from Deadwood to 
Sidney in three or four days would require another 
two weeks to get from Sidney to Cheyenne by the 
United States Post Office.   And, it is entirely 
possible that the “data” cited by the Cheyenne 
Weekly Leader was the self-serving “fake news” of 
the day!   
 
The August 19, 1876, Sidney Telegraph, under the 
“Here and There” section (page 5, column 1) 
contained several items worth noting (Figure 36, 
following page), including: 
 
“H. T. Clarke’s new grain room, adjoining his store, 
is complete.” 
 
“The Cheyenne route to the Black Hills is played 
out in the estimation of all Omaha people.” 
 
“The pony express on the Cheyenne route is now 
making the round trip from Ft. Laramie to 
Deadwood in 18 days.” 
 
“An extra pony express arrived from Deadwood on 
Monday night bringing over 800 letters.  The 
regular messenger left for the North on Tuesday at 
10 o’clock A.M”.   
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Figure 36.  In the Sidney Telegraph August 19, 1876, 
issue, under the heading “Here and There,” are 
miscellaneous interesting comments, including “an 
extra pony express arrived from Deadwood on 
Monday night bringing over 800 letters.”   

 
So, two days after the Cheyenne Weekly Leader said 
that the Sidney pony express required 19 days to get 
a letter from Deadwood to their city, the Sidney 
Telegraph fired back that it was taking 18 days for 
the round trip from Ft. Laramie to Deadwood on the 
Cheyenne route.  Usually, the second story-teller 
“one ups” the first one, but not in this case!  Perhaps 
the Sidney folks had not yet seen the Cheyenne 
newspaper.   
 
The “extra pony express” noted as having arrived on 
Monday night would have made it into Sidney on 
August 14, 1876.  Presumably, arriving at “night” 
would mean that any Clarke’s Centennial Express 
covers carried on that trip would be posted at Sidney 

the following day, August 15.  My records do not 
show any Clarke’s covers postmarked August 15; 
but, many of the Sidney postmarks are indistinct, 
thus often making determination of the exact date 
difficult.   
 
Perhaps twenty years ago, I purchased a badly 
damaged fragment of a merchant’s business card, of 
the same printing as that shown in Figure 37 
(following page).  On the damaged example is 
written “July, 1876,” a date which I have no way to 
verify.  It may have been added years later.  Then, 
in about 2011, I came into contact with an 
individual in Custer, South Dakota who had been 
tearing down an old hotel in town.  He had found a 
couple of pristine examples of the business card 
under the floorboards of the old building, which I 
was able to purchase from him.   
 
The front of the card provides the specific location 
of the Sidney Stage Office in Custer, “Booth’s 
Hotel, Custer Avenue, Between 6th and 7th Streets, 
Custer City, D. T., Sidney Stage Office, One door 
west of Cheyenne Stage and Telegraph Offices.”  
The telegraph wires did not reach Custer City until 
very late in 1876, as it was not until October 7, 
1876, that they reached Camp Collier, at the foot of 
Red Canyon, some twenty miles south of Custer 
City.  And, the telegraph did not reach Deadwood 
until December 1, 1876. (16)  Therefore, this business 
card is probably from circa 1877.   
 
The verso of the card, shown in Figure 38 
(following page), provides a table of distances from 
Custer City to Cheyenne, “Sidney, via Homan’s Cut
-Off” and Deadwood.  Note that it is 260 miles to 
Cheyenne versus only 167 to Sidney, per the data on 
the business card.   
 
The Sidney Telegraph continued to monitor H. T. 
Clarke’s every move, it seemed, as evidenced by yet 
another sighting in Sidney, per the August 26, 1876, 
issue (page 5, column 2), as shown in Figure 39 
(following page): 
 
“Henry T. Clarke and son, Wm. France and J. F. 
Hollowell, went over to the bridge on Wednesday 
afternoon and returned Thursday evening.  They 
report the roads between here and the bridge in good 
condition, and everything quite [quiet] at that 
point.”   
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Figure 39.  From the Sidney Telegraph August 26, 
1876, issue, noting Henry T. Clarke’s report on the 
“good condition” of the roads between Sidney and 
“the bridge” (at Camp Clarke).   

 
Another pair of articles in the same August 26, 
1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph (page 5, column 
3) have a bit more interesting information (Figure 
40, following page) and take yet another poke at the 
Cheyenne route in the ongoing battle of words 

between the two competing ports of departure for 
the Black Hills.   
 
“H. T. Clarke, and John T. Clarke, arrived from 
Omaha Tuesday morning.  John T., will remain here 
in his father’s store during the coming fall.”   
 
“Jas. Stephenson, the pioneer stage man of 
Nebraska, was in our city last Thursday.  The object 
of Mr. S’s visit was in connection of establishing a 
through stage line between Sidney and Deadwood.  
He left Sidney fully impressed that we have the only 
practical route to the gold fields.  The stage line will 
be put on in a short time.  Farewell, old Cheyenne 
route with your lumber wagons, you bilked eastern 
people with, often – when you can get them – and it 
takes them only thirteen days to make [the trip].”   
 

Figure 37.  Front of a merchant’s business card from circa 1877 
noting the location of the Sidney Stage Office in Booth’s Hotel, 
Custer, D. T.   

Figure 38.  Reverse of the business card 
shown in Figure 37, providing a table of 
distances from Custer City (Dakota 
Territory) to Cheyenne, “Sidney, via 
Homan’s Cut-Off” and Deadwood.   
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Figure 40.  A second pair of articles in the August 
26, 1876, issue of the Sidney Telegraph in which they 
bid “Farewell, old Cheyenne route with your 
lumber wagons, you bilked eastern people with 
often…” 

 
James Stephenson probably began “Marsh & 
Stephenson’s” partnership in the Western Stage 
Line from Sidney to the Black Hills shortly after his 
Sidney visit noted above.  According to H. T. 
Clarke’s memories in 1901 of the events of those 
days (1876-1877), “Later on I contracted with 
Marsh & Stephenson to put four-horse coaches on 
to carry my mail, paying them $4,000 per year, and 
thus get stage services between Sidney, Camp 
Clarke, Camp Robinson, Rapid City, Deadwood, 
and other towns and camps in the Hills, and later the 
government contracted to transport mails, taking the 
place of Clarke’s Centennial Express.” (13)  
 
 
Indian Troubles on the Sidney Route 
 
The Sidney Telegraph was not so quick to report on 
the Indian troubles being encountered on “their” 
route to the Black Hills.  Newspapers from cities 
with Black Hills route termini elsewhere, on the 
other hand, generally wasted little time in 
publicizing the perils of a competitor’s route.   
 
The Deer Lodge, Montana Territory newspaper, the 
New North-West, frequently reprinted news articles 

published in the Omaha papers, especially related to 
Black Hills news.  And, for some reason, the New 
North-West comes up more readily on digital 
searches than the Omaha papers.  The September 8, 
1876, issue of the New North-West (page 2, column 
6) contained an article detailing Indian troubles on 
the Sidney route, which mentioned “Clark’s pony 
express” by name (Figure 41): 
 
“Indian Raids. 
OMAHA, Aug. 21. – A. A. Jones, agent of Clark’s 
pony express, at Deadwood City, arrived at Sidney 
this morning.  He says the Indians raided the road 
between Custer and Deadwood, on the 20th, and 
killed Weston Smith, a minister, and three miners 
named Ike Brown, Polino and Mason, carrying off 
their stock.  On the 22d they made a raid on a party 
five miles south of Custer City, and killed James 
Kidd, Samuel Wallace, Jacob Weilly and 
Thompson.  The Indians are supposed to be northern 
Sioux from the hostile camp on the road to the 
agencies.  Jones says the country is full of Indians, 
but there is no truth to the statement that Deadwood 
is being corralled.” 

Figure 41.  The September 8, 1876, Deer Lodge, 
Montana Territory New North-West contained this 
article, datelined “Omaha, Aug. 21,” providing 
details of Indian raids on the Sidney route, as given 
by A. A. Jones, Clarke’s agent in Deadwood.   
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The same article appeared in the September 1, 1876, 
Yankton, Dakota Territory Daily Press & 
Dakotaian (page 1, column 3), but had the dateline 
as “August 31” instead of the 21st.  In addition, the 
Daily Press & Dakotaian (same page and column) 
also reported (Figure 42): 
 
“Indians Murdering Black Hillers. 
OMAHA, Aug. 31 – A private telegram from 
Sidney, Neb., this morning says Jones is in with 
Clark’s pony express.  He brings the mail from 
North Deadwood, which was corralled by Indians 
four days.  Fifteen men were killed last Sunday, and 
four were found dead in Buffalo Gap.”   

Figure 42.  The September 1, 1876, Yankton Daily 
Press & Dakotaian reported on the Indian problems 
on the Sidney route, but also noted that “Jones is in 
with Clark’s pony express [to Sidney, Nebraska on 
August 31, 1876].  He brings the mail from North 
Deadwood.”     

 
The Deadwood Black Hills Pioneer of September 2, 
1876 (page 4, column 2), noted the late arrival of 
the express (Figure 43): 
 
“The Sidney Express.   
The mail of the Sidney express line, which was due 
on Friday of last week, did not arrive until Tuesday, 
owing to the fact that the rider was detained at Red 
Cloud Agency for a couple of days by the military 
on account of the ugliness of the agency pets.  
Those of the noble reds who would give up their 
arms and munitions of war were receiving their 
regular rations; but those who refused were left out 
in the cold, and this did not suit their ideas of 
government magnanimity.  As they have lots of hard 
fighting before them to do, they would like to be 
well fed while carrying on their wholesale 

butcheries.  The mail brought Chicago papers of 
August 20th and Omaha papers of the 21st, and we 
are under obligations to Mr. Clarke, proprietor of 
the above line, for favors extended.  The day for 
leaving here has been changed from Tuesday to 
Monday.  So govern yourselves accordingly.”   

Figure 43.  Black Hills Pioneer (Deadwood) 
September 2, 1876, article noting that the express 
was delayed four days due to Indian unrest at Red 
Cloud Agency and that the schedule for departure 
from Deadwood was being changed from Tuesday to 
Monday.   

 
This issue of the Black Hills Pioneer came out on 
September 2, 1876, which was a Saturday.  
Therefore, the Friday prior they are referring to was 
that of August 25, meaning that the express was 
delayed until Tuesday, August 29, 1876 for its 
arrival into Deadwood.  The article goes on to say 
that the new schedule will be for departure from 
Deadwood on Monday’s (e.g., September 4, 11, 18, 
etc.).   
 
Figure 44 (following page) shows an article that 
appeared in the Laramie Daily Sentinel (Laramie, 
Wyoming Territory) September 2, 1876, issue (page 
1, column 4) datelined Sidney, Neb., but not found 
in the Sidney Telegraph.  It is similar in content to 
those mentioned previously, which were printed in 
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the Deer Lodge, Montana Territory (September 8) 
and Yankton, Dakota Territory (September 1) 
newspapers.   
 
“Murders by Indians. 
SIDNEY, Neb., Sept 1. 
Clark’s pony express due here Saturday night, 
arrived this A.M., reports Weston Smith, a teamster, 
and three miners, Isaac Brown, Hollins, and Mason, 
killed by Indians, between Deadwood and Crook 
City on the 20th or the 22nd ult.   Jas. Kidd, Samuel 
Wallace and Jacob Weilley were killed four miles 
south of Custer City by Indians, supposed to be 
Northern Indians.  Another man named Thompson 
was killed at the same time.”   

Figure 44.  The Laramie Daily Sentinel September 2, 
1876, issue reported on “Murders by Indians” along 
the Sidney route impacting the schedule of “Clark’s 
pony express.”   

 
September 1 was a Friday in 1876, the date on 
which “Clark’s pony express” was due into Sidney, 
according to the article.  Thus, the Saturday 
referenced was August 26, 1876, and the express 
was a full six days late due to the Indian troubles 
along the route.   
 
Not surprisingly, the Cheyenne Weekly Leader 
(Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory) ran an article 
September 7, 1876 (page 6, column 2) on the 
subject, but strangely headed it “Probably Untrue.”  
With the war of words ongoing between the two 
cities, I would have expected Cheyenne to use the 
potential for Indian troubles as additional cannon 
fodder against the Sidney Route.  The article (Figure 
45) read: 

“PROBABLY UNTRUE.   
Jones, who came in with Clark’s pony express 
brings mail from the north.  He says Deadwood has 
been corralled by Indians 4 days and 15 men were 
killed on the 20th.  Four dead men are lying in 
Buffalo Gap, on the Sidney route.”   

Figure 45.  The Cheyenne Weekly Leader ran this 
article on September 7, 1876, but strangely titled it 
“Probably Untrue.”   

 
The Sidney Telegraph apparently chose to ignore the 
events occurring along the route in Dakota Territory!  
Instead, they continued their praises and shameless 
self-promotion of the Sidney Short Route to the 
Black Hills, an example of which was in the October 
7, 1876, issue (page 5, column 2) as illustrated in 
Figure 46 (following page) and transcribed below: 
 
“WORTHY OF NOTICE.   
What Sidney Can Boast Of: 
And What Pretended Routes to the Hills Can’t: 
From Deadwood to Sidney by the Stage is Forty-
nine and one-half hours. 
Bell, Texas and Curley can’t keep the People from 
Traveling the Shortest Route. 
 
We publish below a statement handed us yesterday, 
by Mr. Clarke that was written and signed by Mr. H. 
A. Robertson, a truthful gentleman, which speaks for 
itself. 
 
SIDNEY, Neb. Oct 6, 1876 
H. Clark, Sir: - I left Deadwood City Monday 
afternoon Oct. 2nd at 8 o’clock P.M. with teams 
carrying the mail, and three persons, drove the same 
team to Custer City, where I arrived at 11 o’clock 
A.M. Oct 3rd, then got a fresh team, and drove to Red 
Cloud, where I arrived at 7 o’clock A.M. Oct 4th, 
then boarded the stage, and rode to Sidney,  
where I arrived this morning at 8 o’clock A.M. Oct 
6, making the trip from Deadwood City to Sidney in 
49-1/2 hours actual travel. 
H. A. ROBERTSON.”   
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Figure 46.  The Sidney Telegraph October 7, 1876, 
issue article noting that travel time from Deadwood 
City to Sidney was 49-1/2 hours.   

 
 The October 14, 1876, issue of the Sidney 
Telegraph (page 5, column 1) contained several 
more related items (Figure 47):   
 
“-The Stage leaves Sidney tri-weekly, loaded with 
passengers and expressage.   
 
-The Stage Company is building a corral in the rear 
of their barn, on the North side of the track. 
 
-Messrs. Pratt and Ferris, will in a few days, receive 
eighteen new wagons for their freighting business. 
 
-H. T. Clarke was in town this week, and says 
Sidney will do a big business next spring.  We 
believe him.”    
 

Figure 47.  The Sidney Telegraph October 14, 1876, 
issue noted, among other things, that “The Stage 
leaves Sidney tri-weekly loaded with passengers and 
expressage.”   

 
The Deadwood City Black Hills Pioneer (October 
21, 1876, page 4, column 3) had a couple small 
advertisements for H. T. Clarke…but again only for 
his grocery business (Figure 48, following page).  
No mention was made of any express operation: 
 
“Large Assortment of Can Goods at H. T. Clarke’s” 
 
“H. T. Clarke has just received the largest stock of 
Groceries ever brought to the Hills, and is now 
ready to supply the trade at the lowest market rates.  
Merchants will do well to examine goods and prices 
before ordering elsewhere.”  
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Figure 48.  The Black Hills Pioneer (Deadwood City, 
D. T.) October 21, 1876 issue had two short articles 
for Clarke’s grocery business.   

 
And, the October 28, 1876, issue’s advertisement 
(page 4, column 3) in the Pioneer was even more 
succinct (Figure 49), noting, “Examine prices at H. 
T. Clarke’s” and “Leave orders for hauling by 
Loomis & Jorgans, at H. T. Clarke’s.”   

Figure 49.  The October 28, 1876, issue of the Black 
Hills Pioneer had even less about H. T. Clarke’s 
operations in Deadwood.   

The Sidney Telegraph also seemed to downplay the 
express route, as the November 4, 1876, issue (page 
1, column 3), only made mention of Clarke’s other 
business interests (Figure 50):   
 
“H. T. Clarke received six car loads of lumber this 
week, and already a large share of it has been taken 
from the yard for local building purposes.”   

Figure 50.  Only this very short article appeared in 
the November 4, 1876, Sidney Telegraph, with no 
mention of Clarke’s expressing operations.   

 
But, Clarke was most definitely carrying express 
mail to and from the Black Hills, as evidenced by 
the rather ugly cover shown as Figure 51.  The 
cover was postmarked at Sloan, Iowa on Oct 31, 
1876, (year-dated based on the letter enclosed) and 
addressed to “Mr. R. D. Jennings, Deadwood, Black 
Hills, D. T.”  But, the most interesting aspect to the 
cover is the very light manuscript routing directive 
at lower left, “via Sidney Pony Express.”  While not 
exactly in accord with H. T. Clarke’s “instructions” 
to address correspondence to him at Sidney for 

Figure 51.  Cover postmarked “Sloan, Ioa. Oct 31,” with 1876 letter enclosed, addressed 
to Mr. R. D. Jennings, Deadwood, Black Hills, D. T. with the manuscript routing directive 
at lower left “via Sidney Pony Express.”  Jennings would have had to pay Clarke’s 
Centennial Express 25 cents express fee upon receipt of this letter at Deadwood.   
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conveyance into the Black Hills, Clarke 
apparently still delivered the letter to Jennings 
(who was a government tax collector).  I have 
several other covers from this correspondence, 
some carried by Clarke in a similar manner, 
and some (later ones) carried solely by the 
U.S. Post Office.  My guess is that covers like 
the one shown in Figure 51 were delivered by 
Clarke to the Black Hills for collection of a 25 
cent express fee from the addressee (instead of 
the normal 10 cents prepaid by the sender of a 
printed frank envelope).  I base this statement 
on the fact that the verso of three types of the 
printed franks (Types 4, 9 and 10, illustrated 
in Appendix I) all state:  “Letters from the 
East sent in ‘Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.’ 
will go forward, and collect on delivery, 25 
cents.”    
 
Clarke apparently began to take his grocery 
and mining supply business more seriously, at 
least in Deadwood.  The Black Hills Pioneer 
November 11, 1876, issue ran an entire 
column, entitled “H. T. Clarke’s Col-
umn” (page 2, column 5) devoted to his 
“other” business interests (Figure 52).  
Nothing in the entire column makes any 
mention of his letter carriage or Clarke’s 
Centennial Express.   
 
Perhaps finally jumping wholeheartedly on the 
Indian troubles of a couple months earlier, the 
Cheyenne Weekly Leader November 11, 1876, 
issue ran an article (page 6, column 2) that 
falsely professed the death of the “Sidney 
pony express” (Figure 53), transcribed on the 
following page.   

Figure 53.  Article from the Cheyenne Weekly 
Leader November 11, 1876, issue incorrectly 
proclaiming the death of the Sidney pony 
express.   

Figure 52.  The Black Hills Pioneer (Deadwood City, D. T.) issue of 
November 11, 1876, ran an entire column devoted to Clarke’s 
business interests in the city…but strangely without mention of his 
express operation.  Note that the image above puts the two halves of 
the column side-by-side to allow proper detail to be shown.   
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“The Sidney pony express line to the Black Hills, 
about which so much blowing has been done by the 
Omaha papers, has ‘petered out.’  It was a fraud and 
died the ignominious death of a fraud, cursed 
heartily by all who tried to send mail on it.”   
 
Oddly, in the same issue of the Cheyenne Weekly 
Leader (page 7, column 6), was an advertisement 
for the “Snake River Ranch on the Black Hills & 
Sidney Stage Route.”  J. W. Dear, the former Indian 
Trader at Red Cloud Agency, was shown as 
proprietor of the stop-over point on the route to the 
Black Hills (Figure 54).  Noted as being “Sixty-four 
Miles from Sidney, Nebraska,” this Ranch still left 
the traveler a little over one hundred miles from 
Custer City.  The reader may recall that earlier J. W. 
Dear was also mentioned as the operator of “Dear’s 
Stage Line” (Sidney & Black Hills Stage Line). (9) 

Figure 54.  Advertisement from the Cheyenne 
Weekly Leader November 11, 1876, issue for J. W. 
Dear’s “Snake River Ranch on the Black Hills & 
Sidney Stage Route.”   

Unhappy with mail apparently being rerouting from 
Cheyenne to Sidney, the November 11, 1876, 
Cheyenne Weekly Leader also published (page 8, 
columns 3-4) a letter to the editor from a corre-
spondent in Custer City (my bold face type for 
emphasis): 
 
“BLACK HILLS MAIL. 
A Wrong Which Should be Righted, and That 
Speedily. 
 
CUSTER CITY, D. T. Nov. 1, 1876 
To the Editor of The Leader: 
 
The average Black Hiller has from the earliest 
period of the settlement of this country, been 
subjected to all the inconveniences that any 
government on earth through sheer cussedness, 
could inflict upon her subject, not least among 
which has been the uncertainty and waywardness of 
that class of benefactors(?) who have been in charge 
of our mail matter.  In the early days of our history, 
we received our mail through accidental channels, 
and rejoiced over a letter or paper as late news that 
did not bear a date more than three months prior to 
the date of its reception.  The earth labored, and a 
pony express company was ushered into existence, 
and Clippinger, with characteristic energy peculiar 
to himself, served us with news by ox express in 
from twenty to forty days from Laramie to Custer, 
at the modest sum of ten cents per letter, and the 
same for papers.  For a time we were happy, but 
when he substituted ox-train for the pony we were 
chagrined, and demanded of the Laramie postmaster 
that our mail matter be forwarded by the Cheyenne 
& Black Hills Stage Co.  Our demands were for a 
long time unheeded, but finally the world shook 
again, and our mail came through with remarkable 
dispatch on the Cheyenne Stage.  We were happier 
than ever for a time, but now fleeting are our earthly 
joys!  In a very short time we became aware of 
the fact of our mail being dropped at an obscure 
point on the U.P.R.R. called Sidney, and after 
being fondled by some enterprising express 
company at that point for a certain number of 
days, finally reached us in time to be, so far as 
any business bearings they might have, too late to 
be available, and we are at this time suffering the 
inconvenience of having our western as well as 
our eastern mail dropped at Sidney, and sent 
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through, or over a route that makes no regular 
time, instead of by the C. & B. H. Stage Co., who 
make regular trips, and deliver our mail from 
five to ten days earlier than the former company.   
 
Now what we desire to know is by what chain of 
reasoning the people of Cheyenne, or the people of 
any other section make it appear consistent with 
reason and common sense to permit western mail to 
pass Cheyenne on its way to the Black Hills, when it 
is an established fact that the facilities for safe and 
rapid transit from Cheyenne to Custer City are far 
better than from Sidney, but the fact exists, and not 
withstanding we have taken the precaution to 
have our mail addressed via C. & B. H. Stage 
Co., it continues to come over the Sidney route.   
 
I write at the instance of many citizens of Custer, 
who demand of Cheyenne an explanation, and who 
earnestly hope that some steps may be taken by her 
citizens to bring about the desired change above 
referred to. 
 
Citizen of Custer.  
 
Our correspondent reflects in his letter the 
sentiments of the entire population of the Black 
Hills.  We are in daily receipt of similar complaints, 
which come by letter and word of mouth from the 
greatly wronged pioneers of the new gold region.  
The assumption that the people of Cheyenne or any 
citizen can be blamed in the matter is entirely 
wrong.  Omaha and Sidney have secured some sort 
of an order by which all mail for the Black Hills no 
matter how directed, is dropped at Sidney, and the 
people of Cheyenne are as helpless in the matter as 
are the people of the Black Hills.”   
 
If this article can be believed, mail with the 
directive “via Cheyenne” was still being routed to 
Sidney for delivery to the Black Hills!   
 
As mentioned earlier, by December 1, 1876, 
telegraph wires extended into Deadwood.  A ball at 
the Grand Central Hotel celebrated the event, and 
congratulatory messages poured in to the receptive 
ear of James Hailey, the first telegrapher. (2) (15) 
 
Within a few months, however, the line "broke 
down" due to the transmission of a news item 
concerning the Russian general Blovitski-

nourskirosquorobinskinasky.  The passage of this 
ponderous word, the Deadwood City Black Hills 
Daily Times exclaimed on May 28, 1877, ruptured 
the wires and knocked one lineman, Pat Keeley, off 
a telegraph pole.  Perhaps a slight exaggeration by 
the newspaper, the telegraph service was quickly 
restored. (2) 
 
Several small advertisements and one short article 
were published in the Sidney Telegraph over the 
coming weeks.  They are not illustrated herein, due 
to the poor quality of the images obtained, but are 
transcribed as follows:  (November 11, 1876, page 
5, column 3), “H. T. Clarke sells ranch butter - best 
in the market, at 30 cts.;” (page 5, column 4), 
“Dried Raspberries and Cherries at Clarke’s” and 
“H. T. Clarke has opened a new lumber yard, where 
can be found an assortment of all kinds of dry 
lumber.;” (December 2, 1876, page 1 column 5), 
“H. T. Clarke, James Stephenson and Capt. Marsh 
are in the city.” and “Mr. H. T. Clarke, of Bellevue, 
is in the city looking after his extensive interests in 
this city and northward.”    
 
“Capt. Marsh” was the other partner, along with 
James Stephenson, in “Marsh and Stephenson,” 
whom Clarke mentioned in his 1901 recollections of 
the express:   “Later on I contracted with Marsh & 
Stephenson to put four-horse coaches on to carry 
my mail, paying them $4,000 per year, and thus get 
stage services between Sidney, Camp Clarke, Camp 
Robinson, Rapid City, Deadwood, and other towns 
and camps in the Hills, and later the government 
contracted to transport mails, taking the place of 
Clarke’s Centennial Express.” (13)  Perhaps it was 
around this time that the businessmen began to have 
conversations regarding contracting Clarke’s mail to 
Marsh & Stephenson?   
 
The Deadwood City Black Hills Pioneer (December 
16, 1876, page 4, column 1) contained an article 
(Figure 55, following page) that read:  “H. T. Clarke 
and N. N. Marsh of the Sidney, and Luke Vorhees 
of the Cheyenne stage lines were in town this week.  
They are all busy making arrangements for the 
accommodation of the immense travel that will 
shortly set toward this county.”  It would be 
interesting to know if these gentlemen met with 
each other to discuss their competing business 
ventures into the Black Hills.   
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Figure 55.  Key principals of the competing Sidney and 
Cheyenne stage lines were in Deadwood City in mid-
December, 1876, based on this article from the Black 
Hills Pioneer (December 16, 1876).   

 
Contrary to reports in the Cheyenne papers, the 
February 14, 1877, issue of the Lincoln State Daily 
Journal newspaper carried both an advertisement (page 
1) and an article (page 4) regarding the health of the 
Sidney short route and Clarke’s pony express.  The 
former is shown as Figure 56; the latter as Figure 57 
and is transcribed as follows:   
 
“In to-day’s Journal will be seen an advertisement of 
the Sidney short route to the Black Hills, H. T. Clarke, 
proprietor.  This route has been the leading one to the 
gold regions for the past year, and Mr. Clark has during 
that time, kept in running order a pony express and mail 
route, and has been the medium through which a large 
portion of that class of business has been dispatched.  
The Sidney route has been for some time recognized as 
the shortest and most secure one to the Hills, and any 
one having business to transact with parties in the Hills 
will take notice of Mr. Clarke’s card.”   

Figure 57.  Article from the February 14, 1877, Lincoln 
State Daily Journal noting that Clarke has “kept in 
running order a pony express and mail route” for the 
past year.  The “past year portion” is perhaps a bit of an 
exaggeration, since Clarke did not inaugurate his pony 
express until the June-July timeframe of 1876.   

Figure 56.  Advertisement in the February 14, 1877, 
Lincoln State Daily Journal for the Sidney Short 
Route and noting “The Sidney and Black Hills U. S. 
mail coaches travel over this route, carrying 
Clarke’s Centennial Express.  Address all mail, care 
of H. T. Clark, Sidney, Neb.”   
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The war of words between Cheyenne and Sidney 
continued with the article shown in Figure 58, 
which ran in the Cheyenne Weekly Leader issue of 
February 22, 1877 (page 8, column 3), transcribed 
as follows:   
 
“MONTENEGRO MURMURS. 
Interesting Notes from Galena – Another 
Embryo Black Hills Metropolis. 
The Mail Swindlers – Galena’s Glittering 
Prospects – The Quartz Mines – Packing – Trial 
of Bachelors, Etc. 
[From an occasional correspondent.] 
GALENA {Dakota Territory}, Feb 12, 1877 
To the Editor of the Leader: 
In asking space in the columns of your paper, it is 
not so much to give your readers something new, as 
to properly place before them facts, to me of great 
moment, and to elicit the co-operation of all 
interested in the development and progress of the 
great west, in our endeavor to put a stop to an 
imposition practiced upon us by a Sidney ring who 
are using the postal agents of the U. P. and the 
postmaster at that point as menial instruments in a 
mail swindling business carried on by them.  
Whenever the agents of the railway mail service or 
the Sidney postmaster state that they have complied 
with the order of Captain Vandervoort of Sept. 17th, 
1876, they state that which is false, and I am 
prepared to prove it by hundreds of men who are 
receiving their mail by Sidney stage when it is 
plainly directed via Cheyenne.  If these men think to 
lie us out of the facts so patent to every one in the 
Hills, they have simply mistaken us, and undertaken 
to plunder the wrong community, for if government 
is powerless to protect us it is not a far-fetched 
possibility that suggestions of a vigilance committee 
might merge into the substance of a reality, to 
measure out the meed of rope merited by all 
implicated in the dastardly steal.  I can think of but 
one living creature so mean and lost to all human or 
noble principle, and that is the magpie.  This bird of 
beautiful plumage has the contemptible habit of 
wheeling down upon the sore back of a worn out 
pack-horse, to torture him with its sharp beak in 
places where it cannot be reached by the sufferer.  
But I presume the railway magpies are hungry, and 
H. T. Clark keeps the best of whisky, in addition to 
the ten cent “divy.”   
 

Figure 58.  Article from the Cheyenne Weekly 
Leader of February 22, 1877, claiming the Sidney 
postmaster and Union Pacific railway agents were 
stealing the Cheyenne mail and sending it via the 
Sidney route to the Black Hills, suggesting the 
organization of a vigilance committee, and 
specifically implicating H. T. Clarke.   
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Based on this final comment, I conclude that H. T. 
Clarke received ten cents for each letter he delivered 
to the Black Hills from Sidney.  That economic 
luxury would end shortly after publication of this 
article, as U. S. Post Offices were established at 
Deadwood and Custer City on March 14, 1877. (4) 
 
The Omaha Daily Bee ran the advertisement shown 
as Figure 59 from at least April 2 through April 28, 
1877, (issues from immediately before and after 
those dates were not available, but apparently the ad 
began on March 27, 1877, based on the “mar27” 

notation at lower right in the ad).  Containing a lot 
of the same information as previous “Sidney Short 
Route” advertisements, it still included the 
statement that “The Sidney and Black Hills U. S. 
mail coaches travel over this route, carrying Clark’s 
Centennial Express.  Address all mail matter care H. 
T. Clark.  Sidney, Neb.”   
 
And, after a long absence from the Deadwood City 
Black Hills Pioneer, Clarke’s advertisement (Figure 
60) reappeared in the April 7, 1877, issue (page 2, 
column 4) and continued to run through June 7, 

Figure 60.  For the first time in over seven months, 
the Deadwood City Black Hills Pioneer (April 7, 
1877) made mention of “Clarke’s Centennial 
Express.”  This ad ran through the June 7, 1877, 
issue.   

Figure 59.  Omaha Daily Bee ad from the April 2, 
1877, issue noting that the “Sidney and Black Hills 
U. S. mail coaches travel over this route, carrying 
Clark’s Centennial Express.”     



 

Dakota Collector, Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4                                                                                        July/October, 2018 

40 

 

 

1877.  Strangely, none of Clarke’s advertisements, 
nor any of the articles, in the Pioneer had made any 
mention of his express since September 2, 1876…a 
span of just over seven months.      
 
No advertisements or references to Clarke’s 
Centennial Express could be found after June 7, 
1877.  Thus, it is very possible the Clarke’s 
express mail carriage ended around this time.   
 
 
The Competition Heats Up 
 
As mentioned earlier, the August 26, 1876 Sidney 
Telegraph (page 5, column 3) reported on the 
establishment of another stage line from Sidney to 
the Black Hills (Figure 40) while, at the same time, 
taking a shot at the Cheyenne route:    
 
“Jas. Stephenson, the pioneer stage man of 
Nebraska, was in our city last Thursday.  The object 
of Mr. S’s visit was in connection of establishing a 
through stage line between Sidney and Deadwood.  
He left Sidney fully impressed that we have the only 
practical route to the gold fields.  The stage line will 
be put on in a short time.  Farewell, old Cheyenne 
route with your lumber wagons, you bilked eastern 
people with, often – when you can get them – and it 
takes them only thirteen days to make [the trip].”   
 
James Stephenson’s business visit to Sidney was 
apparently fruitful; he became part-owner of the 
Western Stage Line, which ran from Sidney to the 
Black Hills.   
 
In addition, the Northwestern Express Stage & 
Transportation Company had begun a stage service 
from Bismarck to Deadwood on April 11, 1877. (24)  
Thus, competition became more intense for the 
lucrative Black Hills trade.  Perhaps in reaction to 
that competition, or possibly simply with a business 
plan to grow, the Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage 
Company’s Express expanded their operation to 
include a route to/from Sidney, Nebraska in April, 
1877.  The April 10, 1877 Cheyenne Daily Leader 
(page 4, column 5) reported (Figure 61):   
 
“For some time past the Cheyenne & Black Hills 
Stage Co. has been negotiating for the purpose of 
purchasing the Western stage line, a sickly outfit 

which has been operating over the Sidney route to 
the Black Hills, but has only succeeded in buying 
the interest of Jim Stephenson, the other partners 
refusing to sell.  On Sunday Luke Voorhees went to 
Sidney with the idea of closing the purchase if 
possible, or making other arrangements, and a 
telegram from Sidney, received last night, informs 
us that he is now engaged in putting on a daily stage 
line over that route on his own account.  This will 
probably force the Western company to haul off 
entirely, soon.”   

Figure 61.  Article from the April 10, 1877, 
Cheyenne Daily Leader regarding “putting on a 
daily stage line” over the route from Sidney, 
Nebraska to the Black Hills after having “succeeded 
in buying the interest of Jim Stephenson” in the 
Western Stage Line.     

 
The May 12, 1877, Deadwood City Black Hills 
Pioneer (page 2, column 3) contained the 
advertisement shown as Figure 62, following page, 
the earliest I could find indicating that one company 
was serving the Black Hills from both Cheyenne 
and Sidney:   
 
“REDUCTION OF FARE 
TO 
Cheyenne & Sidney. 
From this day forward, the fare from Deadwood to 
Cheyenne and Sidney is reduced to $30. 
STAGES LEAVE DAILY.  
LUKE VOORHEES, Supt. 
Deadwood, D. T., May 12, 1877.” 
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Figure 63.  Advertisement for the “Black Hills Fast 
Freight Line” from the June 17, 1877, Deadwood 
City Black Hills Pioneer, for carriage of freight from 
the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Nebraska to 
Custer or Deadwood.   

Figure 62.  Advertisement from the May 12, 1877, 
Deadwood City Black Hills Pioneer announcing the 
reduction of passenger fare to $30 from Deadwood 
to Cheyenne and Sidney.   

Figure 64.  Black Hills Daily Pioneer (Deadwood 
City, D. T.) ad from June 17, 1877, showing Pratt & 
Ferris as another of H. T. Clarke’s direct 
competitors in the freighting business.   
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The Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage Company’s 
Express may have begun operating their Sidney 
branch stage line immediately after acquisition of 
James Stephenson’s interest in the Western Stage 
Line on or about April 9, 1877, as this advertise-
ment is simply an announcement for “Reduction of 
Fare” on both the Sidney and Cheyenne Routes by 
Superintendent, Luke Voorhees.   
 
And, as if competition for carriage of mail and 
passengers out of Sidney were not enough, Clarke 
had local competition on the route for transport of 
freight.  The June 17, 1877, Deadwood City Black 
Hills Pioneer (page 2, column 6) contained the 
advertisement for the “Black Hills Fast Freight 
Line” shown as Figure 63 (prior page), noting “D. J. 
McCann & Co., Props., Sidney Neb.”   They 
claimed, “Rates as Low as by any other Route.”   
 
The freighting company of Pratt & Ferris was 
another competitor right in H. T. Clarke’s backyard, 
also being based out of Sidney, Nebraska.   Figure 
64 (prior page) shows their advertisement from the 
June 17, 1877, issue of the Deadwood City Black 
Hills Daily Pioneer (page 3, column 5) in which 
they note “Mark All Goods ‘Care Pratt & Ferris, 
Sidney, Neb.’”   

The Sidney Short Route after Clarke’s 
Centennial Express 
 
The unusual article shown in Figure 66 (following 
page) was printed in the June 4, 1877, issue of the 
Bismarck Tri-Weekly Tribune (Bismarck, Dakota 
Territory…now North Dakota) which shows to be a 
reprint from the Sidney Telegraph, although I was 
not able to obtain a copy of the original from that 
newspaper.  It reads:   
 
“An Editor Squeals.   
It may be of some interest to those parties who 
zealously set about and did raise $250 with which to 
pay a correspondent of the Chicago Times for saying 
something very fine in his journal for the Sidney 
“Short Cut” Route into the Hills, to know that the 
same chap has just discounted his effort here in a 
letter to the Times from Bismarck, in which he told 
all the bad stores he could invent concerning Sidney 
and the various routes along the U.P.R.R.  We 
simply call attention to this fact for the reason that 
some people might not otherwise know it.  Two 
hundred and fifty dollars paid to an ingrate for 
maligning and throwing graveyard dirt over our 
otherwise “untarnished” face.  – Sidney Telegraph.”   
 

Figure 65.  Corner card cover of “Pratt & Ferris, Freight, Contractors and Merchants, 
Sidney, Neb.” postmarked “Deadwood, Dak. Dec 11” (1877) mailed to New York.  The 
sender of this letter crossed out the reference to Pratt & Ferris and wrote in “H. D. 
Deadwood DT Box 544” as a return address.  Note the words, “Whoop Up” within the whip 
of the driver of the freight wagons.  



 

Dakota Collector, Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4                                                                                        July/October, 2018 

43 

 

 

Figure 66.  Article from the June 4, 1877, issue of 
the Bismarck Tri-Weekly Tribune, as reprinted from 
the Sidney Telegraph, describing an apparent $250 
payoff to a correspondent of the Chicago Times.   

Figure 67.  This ad from the Black Hills Pioneer 
(Deadwood City) of June 26, 1877, makes no 
mention of Clarke’s express operation; whereas the 
ad of less than three weeks earlier (June 7, 1877, 
Figure 56) was headlined by such.   

 

Perhaps signaling the end of the “Centennial 
Express,” the advertisement shown in Figure 67 was 
printed in the June 26, 1877, issue of the Deadwood 
City Black Hills Pioneer (page 1, column 4).  The 
advertisement that had run through June 7, 1877 
(Figure 56) had still made reference to “Clarke’s 
Centennial Express.”  But, that aspect of Clarke’s 
business ventures was conspicuously absent in the 
June 26, 1877, version of the advertisement.   
 
The July 2, 1877, issue of the Yankton, Dakota 
Territory Daily Press & Dakotaian (Figure 68) 
described the multiple routes for mail delivery into 
the Black Hills and the changes forthcoming, which 
kept Sidney “six times a week and back”:   

“The Pierre Mail Route Again. 
The Sioux City Journal confirms the intelligence 
given in our last issue of last Wednesday, in the 
following paragraph: 
 
Mails to Deadwood will go by three routes only so 
soon as the present contracts expire, which is within 
a short time.  Awards have just been made as 
follows:  From Sidney 270 miles, six times a week 

Figure 68.  Article from the Yankton, Dakota 
Territory Daily Press & Dakotaian July 2, 1877 
describing three contracts for mail delivery to/from 
Deadwood, and discontinuance of three others.   
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and back, to S. P. Wheeler, at $15,853 per year; 
from Bismarck, 250 miles, three times a week and 
back, to the Northwestern Stage and Express 
company, at $12,990 per year; from Hat Creek, 
Wyoming, (present terminus of existing regular mail 
route from Cheyenne to military posts northward) 
124 miles seven times a week and back, to A. H. 
Brown of Washington, D. C., at $21,120 per annum.  
The service on the other three routes, from Fort 
Pierre, Kearney, and Paddock, will be discontinued 
at the expiration of the existing contracts.”   
 
The post offices at both Custer City and Deadwood 
had been established about four months earlier, on 
March 14, 1877. (4) Therefore, the mail delivery 
frequency cited in the article of Figure 68 was that 
for the U. S. government mail.  Thus, the need for 
express letter carriage into the Black Hills rapidly 
declined as the United States Post Office established 
a presence there.   

Figure 69.  Sidney Telegraph advertisement from 
September 8, 1877, issue mentioning some of 
Clarke’s business interests, the Sidney “Short Cut” 
Route, and his bridge…but, with no mention of any 
express operation.   

Perhaps further signaling the end of “Clarke’s 
Centennial Express,” the September 8, 1877, issue 
of the Sidney Telegraph (page 6, column 3) 
contained an advertisement (Figure 69) which was 
very similar to that run in the Black Hills Pioneer on 
June 26, 1877…with no mention of Clarke’s 
express.   
 
Bismarck, Dakota Territory entered into the fray of 
competition for freight and passengers into the 
Black Hills with the article shown in Figure 70, 
which ran in the October 24, 1877, issue of the 
Bismarck Tri-Weekly Tribune.  It stated:  “The 
Central City (Black Hills) Champion strongly 
commends the Bismarck route on account of 
shortness and safety over any other, and says 
stopping and robbing, the stage passengers on the 
Cheyenne and Sidney route has become regular 
business.”  But, again, no mention of any mail 
carriage.   

Figure 70.  The Bismarck Tri-Weekly Tribune of 
October 24, 1877, ran this short article promoting 
their hometown route to the Black Hills, based on a 
commendation from the Central City Champion 
(Central City, Dakota Territory) newspaper.   

 
H. T. Clarke continued to run occasional advertise-
ments in the Sidney Telegraph, like the one shown 
in Figure 71 (following page) from June 29, 1878 
(page 1, column 3), but none contained mention of 
any express business or mail carriage.  
 
A pair of letters, written by “R. O. Adams” of 
Deadwood, D. T., share some interesting thoughts 
on the Sidney Short Route and other transportation 
avenues into the Black Hills.  They are transcribed 
as follows with key excerpts highlighted in bold 
face font:   
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Deadwood D. T. July 6, 1878 
Dear Sir, 
I have not heard anything as to any proposed 
change in the Sidney route.  The line is 
going from bad to worse, and from being the 
first one to come in is now the last.  As I 
wrote you, or rather told you when I was in 
Omaha, the Bismarck line had been 
expedited to 48 hours.   
Up to the time I came here they had not 
secured, the times made having been above 60 
hours, but each day they have reduced it and 
today came in in 40 hours.  I enclose one of 
their roadbills.  They are coming very near to 
filling their promises.  The Sidney is not yet 
in (5:15 P.M.) and probably will not arrive 
before 7.  This is accomplished by remaining 
at Red Cloud, Rapid City and Crook City, 
from one to three hours – from seven to ten 
hours is rested on the road.  I have heard 
nothing from P. T. and shall wait one more 
mail for them.  If they don’t want to continue 
are ready to go on under offer at any time.  
Yours in haste, Adams 
 

Deadwood D. T. July 19, 1878 
My Dear Sir, 
The quickest time made by the Bismarck line 
up to date, was made by the coach which left 
Bismarck on Thursday the 11th with Senator 
Spencer and party, which arrived at 
Deadwood in 42 hours.   
The quickest time going into Bismarck was 
made by the coach which left here on the 7th, 
which arrived in Bismarck in 47 hours.  
Owing to the Bear Paw excitement that line is 
now doing a large business, but the mere fact 
of the Bismarck Coach coming in and going 
out in the day time is a great advertisement 
for them.   
The Sidney leaves very early (5:30 AM) and 
as a rule arrives late; not having made the 
trip in less than sixty hours for some time. 
As the mail is running now letters leaving 
Chicago coming by way of Bismarck arrive 
here in six to nine hours in advance of letters 
leaving Chicago at the same time coming by 
way of Sidney. 
Going East the mail leaving here by way of 
Bismarck at 4 PM arrives in Chicago but 
fifteen minutes later, than mail by way of 
Sidney which left here at 5:30 AM – 10-1/2 
hours previous.  When the register of 
arrivals and departures for July, shall reach 
the section office in Washington the 
Bismarck people will undoubtedly press the 
Department for an order to change the 
Eastern mail from Sidney to Bismarck.  I 
think there is much danger that the order will 
be issued in early August.   
The Sidney route is now let to T. A. McDeith 
[?], upon a schedule of 80 hours, at $14,000 
per annum, to June 30, 1882.  If expedited to 
40 hours this pay would be largely increased, 
which would make it a good route.   
Yours truly, 
R. O. Adams 
 
S. H. H. Clark, Esq. 
Genl Mangr UPRR 
Omaha, Neb.   

 
So, the Sidney route was under heavy pressure from 
the Bismarck route for delivery of even the regular 
United States mail.   

Figure 71.  Sidney Telegraph advertisement from 
their June 29, 1878, issue for the Sidney “Short-Cut” 
Route.  Clarke continued to run ads in the Sidney 
newspaper, but without mention of any express mail 
business, which we can only assume had been 
discontinued.   
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The Denver, Colorado Rocky Mountain News issue 
of August 7, 1878 ran a news article denouncing the 
Sidney route, although I could not locate the 
original copy.  Rather, I found it as a reprint in the 
Black Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, Dakota) on 
April 10, 1880, as shown in Figure 72…twenty 
months after its original publication!  The article 
reads, “The Sidney route has little or no travel, 
except by mule or train, while the Cheyenne route 
seems to be entirely abandoned as a freighting way.  
The Bismarck route from the Northern Pacific 
railroad is the best patronized road now running into 
the Hills.”   
 
Even though Clarke had apparently ended his 
“Clarke’s Centennial Express,” he continued 
operating his store at Camp Clark, on the toll bridge 
over the North Platte River.  And, that store was not 
without its own business problems.  The Laramie 
Weekly Sentinel (Laramie, Wyoming Territory) 
carried an article (page 3, column 6) of the August 
24, 1878, issue (Figure 73) describing a robbery 
there: 
 
“A BOLD ROBBERY. 
Four Men Go Through the Store of H. T. Clark, 
on the Sidney Route. 
Camp Clark, August 17. – One of the coolest and 
boldest robberies that has been perpetrated for some 
time occurred here last evening between 8 and 9 
o’clock.  But one store is located here, and that is 
owned by H. T. Clarke, of Bellevue.  In connection 
with the store, Mr. Clarke also owns the large bridge 
across the Platte river.  During the absence of Mr. 
Clarke his son (John L.) has the management of the 
place.  At the time above mentioned, while Johnny 
Clark and the clerk were arranging some business 
transactions at the desk, two rough individuals 
entered and without a word of advice immediately 
drew their revolvers and ordered son and clerk to 
throw up their hands.  The request being complied 
with, the desperadoes began to help themselves to 
clothing, several guns and some ammunition.  These 

Figure 72.  Black Hills Daily Times (Deadwood, Dakota Territory) April 10, 1880, reprint of an article from the 
Denver, Colorado Rocky Mountain News of August 7, 1878.   

Figure 73.  Article from the Laramie Weekly Sentinel 
of August 24, 1878, describing the robbery of the 
Camp Clarke store on the Sidney Route.   
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they threw to two of their pals who were standing on 
the outside.  They then ordered the clerk to open the 
safe, but nothing of value was found therein.  The 
money drawer was likewise opened and there the 
result was the same.  A sudden idea struck them to 
search Mr. Clarke, and there they met with better 
success.  In his pockets was found $150 and a few 
checks, which the thieves hastily transferred to their 
own.  They subsequently walked Clarke and his clerk 
to the back of the store and made them face the wall.  
While in that position the burglars jumped on their 
horses and escaped.  They were all well mounted, 
and especially the captain of the gang, he riding the 
horse belonging to the commander of the post at 
Bear Paw mountain, for which there is a reward of 
$200 offered.  Mr. Patterson, the clerk, recognized 
them as Joe Hooker, Captain, John Clifford, Gray 
Haired Ned and Frank Leyton, and says they had 
been prowling about the store the major part of the 
day.  Large rewards have already been offered for 
their capture, and should they be caught summary 
justice will be dealt.”   
 
The October 24, 1878, issue of the Nebraska 
Advertiser ran a short article documenting the 
minutes from the September 26, 1878, meeting of the 
Nebraska State Historical Society, including 
“Pursuant to adjournment, the meeting convened 
with the following additional named gentleman:  H. 
T. Clark, Sarpy county….”  So, only about a month 
after his store at Camp Clarke was robbed at 
gunpoint, H. T. Clarke was active in the Nebraska 
State Historical Society and present (as a member) at 
one of their meetings.   
 
Meanwhile, advertisements in Black Hills 
newspapers continued to tout the “Sidney & Black 
Hills Stage and Express Co.,” such as the one shown 
in Figure 74, that appeared in the Rockerville, 
Dakota Territory Black Hills Miner on March 9, 
1879 (page 8, column 4).  Note that the ad mentions 
“Express Packages and Mail,” but fails to make any 
specific mention of any particular express company.   
 
The “Sidney & Black Hills Stage and Express Co.,” 
with John R. Brennan as agent in Rapid City, was the 
outcome of the Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage and 
Express Company’s acquisition of James Stephen-
son’s interest in the old Western Stage Line in April, 
1877.  So, this company was not related to Clarke’s 
business venture.   

Figure 74.  Advertisement from the Rockerville, 
Dakota Territory Black Hills Miner March 9, 1879 
issue for the “Sidney & Black Hills Stage and 
Express Co.,”which mentions “Express Packages 
and Mail,” but makes no specific mention of any 
express mail.  This company was born of the 
Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage Company’s Express 
acquisition (in April, 1877) of James Stephenson’s 
interest in the old Western Stage Line and was not a 
part of Clarke’s business venture.   

Figure 75.  The Sidney Stage is pictured here in 
1880 in the Flormann Block of Rapid City, Dakota 
Territory.  (Photo courtesy of the South Dakota 
State Historical Society). 
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Camp Clarke continued to have a post office, with 
Henry T. Clarke continuing as postmaster, though 
its name change to Wellsville on December 16, 
1886.  Clarke is, in fact, shown as postmaster even 
after the name change, not being succeeded until 
November 15, 1889, when Jesse N. Holloway 
became postmaster.  On November 19, 1890, the 
name of the office was changed back to Camp 
Clark.  It remained in operation under the name 
“Camp Clark” until it was discontinued March 20, 
1901. (15)   
 
Covers from Camp Clarke (Clark) are scarce, if not 
rare.  The only one I can recall encountering is 
shown as Figure 76, postmarked “Camp Clark May 
24” (1880) and datelined (Figure 77) “North Plat, or 
Clark Camp, 45 miles north of Sidney, May 23rd 
1880.”  The letter reads, in part:   
 
 

“…S says to tell that we have come 500 miles 
and we have not quite 250 yet to go before we 
get to the Black Hills.  We loaded 1570 lbs of 
frait [freight] at Sidney for the black hills 
which will bring $4710.  We have pulled 
through 18 miles of sand in places it would go 
most to the hub and lugged all the way some 
places whare it was steep down it would be all 
they 4 horses could pull.  We average our 
load at 3000 weight.  Freighters say we have 
seen the worst road.  The Plat [Platte] is quite 
high.  We have to pay $3.00 for 4 horse team 
and 50 cents for each extra man to cross the 
bridge…” 

 
So, Clarke was still operating the toll bridge over 
the North Platte River as late as May, 1880, based 
on the writer’s comment, “We have to pay $3.00 for 
4 horse team and 50 cents for each extra man to 
cross the bridge.”   

Figure 76.  Cover postmarked “Camp Clark Neb. May 24” (1880) with enclosed 
letter, the dateline of which is shown in Figure 77.   

Figure 77.  Dateline of letter enclosed in the cover of Figure 76, 
which reads “North Plat, or Clark Camp, 45 miles north of Sidney, 
May 23rd 1880.”   
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Figure 78.  A Clarke’s Centennial Express franked envelope (Persson Type 6) 
postmarked “Bellevue, Neb. Feb 3, 1880” used to Michigan.  Clarke’s express did 
not operate this late, nor did it connect in Bellevue with the U. S. Post Office.  Thus, 
this is a leftover used to at least save the three cents postage.   

Figure 79.  Season pass on the “Sidney, Cheyenne and Black 
Hills Stage & Express Co.” issued at Cheyenne, Wyoming 
(Territory) January 13, 1879, to Seth Bullock, U. S. Marshal, by 
line superintendent Luke Voorhees.   
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Astute businessman Henry T. Clarke did not let his 
leftover Clarke’s Centennial Express envelopes go 
to waste after the demise of his express.  No sir!  He 
apparently gave some of them to family members 
and/or friends back in his hometown of Bellevue, 
Nebraska, as evidenced by the example shown in 
Figure 78 (prior page), an obvious leftover used for 
regular postage.   
 
 
Dissolution of Clarke’s Business 
 
The exact date is not known for the end H. T. 
Clarke’s businesses at Sidney.  After he turned over 
his mail carriage (including that of his “Clarke’s 
Centennial Express”) to the “Sidney & Black Hills 
U. S. Mail Coaches” (by February, 1877), he may 
have continued in the freighting business for a time 
thereafter.  But, effectively, he was out of the stage 
and express business by that time.   
 
By 1879, Clarke’s competitors appeared to have a 
complete stranglehold on the Sidney Route.   The 
annual stage pass shown as Figure 79 (prior page), 
dated January 13, 1879, was issued on behalf of the 
“Sidney, Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage & 
Express Co.” by line superintendent Luke Voorhees 
to Seth Bullock, U. S. Marshal (at Deadwood, 
Dakota Territory).   

Figure 80.  Seth Bullock (July 23, 1849 – September 
23, 1919) was a lawman, U.S. Marshal, frontiersman, 
store owner, horse breeder, hotel owner, and investor.  
He and Sol Star opened a grocery store in Deadwood 
in August, 1876.  Bullock went on to become 
Deadwood’s first sheriff and, still later, U.S. Marshal.  
His role in the early history of the Black Hills was 
popularized by the HBO television series Deadwood, 
which ran from 2004-2006 in 36 episodes.   

The advertisement shown as Figure 81 for the 
“Sidney Stage Line” appeared in the Deadwood 
City, Dakota Territory, Deadwood Press issue of 
September 30, 1880, newspaper (page 4, column 5) 
showing “Gilmer, Salisbury & Co., Proprietors” 
with “E. E. Corbin, Superintendent.”   
 

Figure 81.  Advertisement for the “Sidney Stage 
Line” with “Gilmer, Salisbury & Co., Proprietors” 
and “E. E. Corbin, Superintendent” as it appeared 
in the September 30, 1880 issue of the Deadwood 
Press.   

 
Gilmer, Salisbury & Patrick were originally the 
proprietors of the “Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage 
Co.’s Express,” as evidenced by the printed frank 
envelope shown as Figure 82 (following page) for 
their express.  Gilmer, Salisbury & Patrick (via 
Cheyenne) were competitors to Clarke’s Centennial 
Express (via Sidney), at the time this cover was 
postmarked “Cheyenne, Wyo. Dec 4” (1876), with 
Luke Voorhees acting as superintendent of the line 
at the time.   
 
The printing at the upper left of the cover shown in 
Figure 83 (following page) might simply be a corner 
card or a company envelope for “Gilmer, Salisbury 
& Co.’s Black Hills Express,” as it is noted as being 
from “Sidney, Neb.” with E. E. Corbin, Superinten-
dent.  The letter was carried by U. S. Post Office 
from “Rochford, Dak. Nov 5” (circa 1880) within 
the Black Hills to Custer City.   
 
The Lockwood House Hotel, with W. M. Lacey 
Proprietor, apparently acted as “Office of Black 
Hills Stage Line” in Sidney, Nebraska, per the 
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Figure 82.  “Cheyenne and Black Hills Stage Co’s Express” printed frank envelope, carried 
from the Black Hills to Cheyenne, postmarked “Cheyenne, Wyo. Dec 4” (1876) to Illinois 
(courtesy of David Snow).   

Figure 83.  Postmarked “Rochford, Dak. Nov 5” (ca 1880) to Custer City, D. T., this cover 
was carried entirely by the U.S. Post Office.  The printing at upper left “Gilmer, Salisbury 
& Co,’s Black Hills Express, Sidney, Neb.” might represent nothing more than a corner 
card for a company envelope.   
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illustrated advertising cover shown as Figure 84, 
with letterhead of the enclosure shown as Figure 85, 
dated March 15, 1882.   
 
 
H. T. Clarke’s Legacy 
 
Henry Tefft Clarke, Sr. died February 3, 1913, at 
just under 79 years of age.  He had been born April 
26, 1834…and by 1856 was a steamboat agent in 
Bellevue, Nebraska at the tender young age of 22.  
He went on to become prominent in Nebraska 
history as a railroad and bridge builder, as well as a 

Figure 84.  Indistinct postmark (probably March 15 or March 16, 1882) on illustrated 
advertising cover for the Lockwood House, “Office of Black Hills Stage Line” in Sidney, 
Nebraska, mailed to Rochester City, New York.   

Figure 85.  Letterhead and dateline from contents of cover shown in Figure 84 for the Lockwood House, 
“Headquarters of Black Hills Stage Company” Sidney, Neb.   

Figure 86.   The tombstone of Henry Tefft Clarke 
(April 26, 1834 to February 3, 1913) in Forest Lawn 
Memorial Park, Omaha, Nebraska.   
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grocer, freighter, stage operator, and expressman.  
He was active in the state’s politics, holding several 
offices.  Clarke had an obvious interest in history, 
being a member of the Nebraska State Historical 
Society as early as 1878, only two years after 
beginning his famed “Centennial Express” in 1876.   
 

I once read, or heard it described, that it is not the 
birth and death dates on one’s tombstone that 
matter; rather, it is the “dash” in between those 
dates…signifying what a person does in their 
lifetime to contribute to society and to be 
remembered.  Henry Tefft Clarke certainly had a 
meaningful “dash” in his life.   

Figure 87.  Some of the original pilings for H. T. Clarke’s famous “61-span truss bridge” on the North 
Platte River, over which ran “Clarke’s Centennial Express,” are still visible today.  (Photo courtesy of 
Tim Riggs, December 17, 2017.)   
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The Printed Franks of Clarke’s  
Centennial Express 
 
Len Persson, in his 1988 Western Express article, 
chose the following features to differentiate the 
various types of printed franks: (9)  
 
1.)  Headlines 
 Headline A: "Sidney Short Route" 
 Headline B: "Clarke's Centennial Express to  
  the Black Hills" 
 
2.)  Text 

This will be abbreviated using the first letter 
in the first three line (excepting headlines); 
i.e., "IOP", "IWT", "IPF", "OCS" 
 

3.)  Number of lines in text 
 A line is not counted if "over" is the only  
  word 
4.)  Relative position of "over" or "see other side" 
 
5.)  Color of frank 
 
6.)  Miscellaneous features 
 
The imprinting of a specific frank on two or more 
different entires will be treated as sub-types.   
 
U218 – 3c red, Die 1, on white (single line under 
Postage) 
 
U219 – 3c green, Die 1, on white (single line under 
Postage) 
 
U221 – 3c green, Die 2, on white (double line under 
Postage)  
 
Based on this methodology, Persson concluded that 
these were the types of Clarke’s Centennial Express 
printed franks existing (all of which are illustrated 
and transcribed, front and back, in Appendix I):  (9) 
 
Type 1 
Headline A (followed by two words of text) 
"IOP" 
7 lines 
no "over" or "see other side" 
Black ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under 
Postage) 

 
Type 2 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"over" directly under "at Sid" 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under 
Postage) 
 
Type 2a 
Same as Type 2, except green ink on U219 (3c 
green, Die 1, single line under Postage) 
 
Type 3 
Same as Type 2, except greyish-blue ink on U218 
(3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 
 
Type 4 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"see other side" in lower left corner 
"Answer in care of H.T. Clark, Sidney, Neb" up left 
side  
"Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower 
left area 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under 
Postage) 
 
Type 5 
Headline A above B (without "the") separated by 
horizontal line 
"IPF" 6 lines 
"over" centered under "Pac" 
Black ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under 
Postage) 
 
Type 6 
Headline B above "The Sidney Short Route" - 
separated by "via" 
"OCS" 
3 lines 
"see other side" in lower left corner 
"Answer in care of H.T. Clarke Sidney, Neb." up 
left side 
"Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 line, lower 
left area 
Green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line 
under Postage) 
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Type 7 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IPF" 
6 lines 
"over" under "Union" 
Black ink on U221 (3c green, Die 2, double line 
under Postage) 
 
Type 8 
Same as Type 7, except green ink on U221 (3c 
green, Die 2, double line under Postage) 
 
Type 9 
Headline A above B 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"over" in lower left corner 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under 
Postage) 
 
Type 10 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"see other side" in lower left corner 
"Care H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower 
left area 
Green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line 
under Postage) 
 
Type 11 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"over" under "at Sid" 
"Care H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower 
left area 
Green in on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line 
under Postage) 
 
Type 11a 
Same as Type 11, except green ink on U221 (3c 
green, Die 2, double line under Postage) 
 
 
The Estimated Chronology of the Printed Franks 
 
I have tried to deduce the order in which the 13 
types/subtypes of printed franks were produced, 
based primarily on variations in these aspects of the 

reverse text (see Appendix I for full images of both 
the front and back of each type printed frank cover):   
 
 Overall text, use of bold face font, and spacing 

of words in the headlines 
 Locations served (only Custer City, with 

Deadwood added, with Rapid City added) 
 “Dear’s” or “The” Sidney and Black Hills Stage 

Line in second paragraph of smaller text 
 Use of “at” or “and” in front of Snake River in 

the second paragraph of smaller text 
 Times shown to various locations in second 

paragraph, and whether they are shown in bold 
font 

 Passenger rates at bottom in italics, bold font, 
and/or how rates are shown 

 Mention of “old Pony Express” in vertical 
printing at side 

 Mention of “collect on delivery, 25 cents” in 
vertical printing at side 

 
Using this methodology, I conclude that the 
Clarke’s Centennial Express printed franks were 
produced in this order (using the Persson Type 
vernacular): 
 

Type 1  
Type 7 
Types 2, 2a, and 3 
Types 11 and 11a 
Types 5 and 8 
Types 9 and 10 
Type 4 
Type 6 

 
Printed frank types shown on the same line above 
are indiscernible with respect to order of produc-
tion, in my opinion.   
 
The postmark dates on known examples of printed 
frank envelopes seem to line up very well with this 
text-based chronology.  However, I am reluctant to 
use postmark dates as the primary guide to inferring 
production sequence.  Older versions of the printed 
franks could have been held in company or private 
inventory for months before actually being used.  
Nonetheless, the postmark dates on known 
examples I’ve recorded are as follows (a complete 
census of all used Clarke’s Centennial Express 
covers I’ve recorded is included as Appendix II): 
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Type 1 (Sidney = Aug 1, Aug 1, Aug 6, Sep 19, Dec 
30; Fort Laramie = Oct 5) 
 
Type 7 (Sidney = xxx 7) 
 
Type 2 (Sidney = Sep 26, Sep 26),  
Type 2a (Sidney = Aug 31),  
Type 3 (only known unused) 
 
Type 11 (only known unused),  
Type 11a (Davenport, Iowa = Oct 6, likely a used 
 leftover) 
 

Type 5 (Sidney = Mar 29, xxx xx),  
Type 8 (Sidney = Nov 14, Dec? 15, Jan 23, dated to 
 1877 based on correspondence, May? 14, 
 xxx 12, Nov? 14; Fort Laramie = Dec 4) 
 
Type 9 (Sidney = Apr 7, dated to 1877 by  
 backstamp),  
Type 10 (no postmark, no postmark, unused) 
 
Type 4 (Sidney = Apr 17, xxx xx) 
 
Type 6 (Sidney = Apr 23, unused, unused; Bellevue, 
 Neb. Feb 3, 1880 used leftover)  

Figure 88 (above).  Persson 
Type 3 printed frank (only 
known in unused 
condition). 
 
Figure 89 (right).  Persson 
Type 11 printed frank 
(only known in unused 
condition).   
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Summary and Conclusions 
 
The Custer Expedition announced their discovery of 
gold in the Black Hills, near what is now Custer, 
South Dakota, in August of 1874.  Gold-seekers 
began illegally pouring into the area shortly 
thereafter.  The government could not technically 
establish post offices in the Black Hills, as the 
Lakota Sioux had been “guaranteed” ownership of 
the Black Hills per the 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty.  
Thus, private express companies tried to fill the void 
in 1875 and 1876 until the first U. S. Post Offices 
were established in the Black Hills on March 14, 
1877.   
 
Entrepreneur Henry Tefft Clarke, an experienced 
steamboat man, railroad builder, and bridge builder, 
completed a bridge north of Sidney, Nebraska across 
the North Platte River on May 10, 1876.  He 
established Camp Clarke at that site, where the toll 
bridge was located.  Clarke had grocery and mining 
supply stores at Sidney and Camp Clarke, Nebraska, 
and at Deadwood, Dakota Territory.   
 
The first advertisements for Clarke’s express 
business and for the printed franks of “Clarke’s 
Centennial Express” appeared in Nebraska 
newspapers on July 15, 1876.  The Deadwood City, 
Dakota Territory Black Hills Pioneer recorded the 
first trip of his express from that city to Sidney (on 
the Union Pacific Railroad) as having left Deadwood 
July 19, 1876.   
 
H. T. Clarke apparently printed his franked 
envelopes in small batches, as there are 13 types/
subtypes known, for which he charged 10 cents each 
(which included the express fee and the price of the 
three-cent government stamped envelope for 
delivery once it entered the U. S. mail system).  
Three types of printed franks state (on verso) that 
Clarke charged 25 cents to the addressee for letters 
delivered in non-franked envelopes.  N. Leonard 
Persson claimed that the printed franks were 
prepared by Joseph B. Gossage, editor of the Sidney 
Telegraph newspaper, although I’ve not been able to 
substantiate that fact. 
 
No advertisements for Clarke’s Centennial Express 
could be found after June 7, 1877, likely indicating 
the end of his letter express business (although his 
express mail had been carried by the “Sidney & 

Black Hills U. S. Mail Coaches” since February 14, 
1877, or earlier).  Clarke continued his grocery and 
mining supply businesses for some time thereafter.  
And, he maintained his toll bridge over the North 
Platte River until at least 1880.   
 
Clarke’s decision to end the letter express business 
was a financial one, based on his own recollection 
nearly 25 years after the fact.  The need for a letter 
express probably declined rapidly by late 1876 and 
into early 1877, as the telegraph was completed into 
Deadwood on December 1, 1876, and post offices 
were established at both Custer City and Deadwood 
on March 14, 1877.   
 
The primary competitor to “Clarke’s Centennial 
Express” (based out of Sidney, Nebraska) was from 
the “Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage & Express 
Co.,” (based out of Cheyenne, Wyoming Territory) 
with Gilmer, Salisbury & Co., proprietors.  On April 
9, 1877, Gilmer, Salisbury & Co. owned what 
became known as the “Sidney, Cheyenne and Black 
Hills Stage & Express Co.,” indicating their 
expansion to the Sidney Route (via acquisition of 
Jim Stephenson’s interest in the Western Stage 
Line).   
 
“Clarke’s Centennial Express” (letter express) only 
operated for roughly one year, from mid-July, 1876 
through early June, 1877.   
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Appendix I 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 1 
Headline A (followed by two words of text) 
"IOP" 
7 lines 
no "over" or "see other side" 
Black ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.  In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which 
payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry it from Custer City, Dakota (and such 
other points as his routes may in future supply) to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb. without 
additional charge.  H. T. CLARKE.   
 
[verso:] HO!  FOR THE BLACK HILLS! / THE / New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte River. / 40 
MILES NORTH OF SIDNEY, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND IS / Guarded by the United States 
Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES / From the Union Pacific Railroad to Custer City.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. 
T. CLARKE, SIDNEY AND CAMP CLARKE, PLATTE RIVER BRIDGE, will be forwarded as directed.  
Sidney is now a good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on 
hand.  Hotel accommodations good.   
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  This distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake 
River, running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance 
by this route is 182 miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., 
will be shipped at lowest rates.   
Passenger Rates – Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45.00, 2d class $35.00, 3d class $25.00 
[printed vertically at right side:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded 
at the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to 
the old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS 
to Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 2 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT" 
6 lines 
"over" directly under "at Sid" 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.   
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the 
undersigned agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, 
Dakota, (and other such places as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Sidney, without additional charge.  H. T. CLARKE.  (OVER.) 
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, IS / 
Guarded by the United States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, SIDNEY AND CAMP CLARKE, PLATTE RIVER BRIDGE, will be forwarded as directed.  
Sidney is now a good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on hand.  
Hotel accommodations good.   
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  This distance is by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake River, running 
through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 182 
miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be 
shipped at lowest rates.   
PASSENGER RATES – Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25. 
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[same vertical text as Type 1, except printed vertically at left side:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. Clarke 
has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the old Pony 
Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to Custer City, 
Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 2a 
Same as Type 2, except green ink on U219  
(3c green, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front, exact same text and position of words as Type 2:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.   
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the 
undersigned agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, 
Dakota, (and other such places as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Sidney, without additional charge.  H. T. CLARKE.  (OVER.) 
 
[verso, exact same text and position of words as Type 2:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte 
River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, IS / Guarded 
by the United States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, SIDNEY AND CAMP CLARKE, PLATTE RIVER BRIDGE, will be forwarded as directed.  
Sidney is now a good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on hand.  
Hotel accommodations good.   
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  This distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake River, 
running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this 
route is 182 miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will 
be shipped at lowest rates.   
PASSENGER RATES – Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25. 
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[same vertical text and position as Type 2:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the 
old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to 
Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 3 
Same as Type 2, except greyish-blue ink on U218  
(3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front, exact same text and position of words as Type 2:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.   
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the 
undersigned agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, 
Dakota, (and other such places as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Sidney, without additional charge.  H. T. CLARKE.  (OVER.) 
 
[verso, exact same text and position of words as Type 2:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte 
River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, IS / Guarded 
by the United States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, SIDNEY AND CAMP CLARKE, PLATTE RIVER BRIDGE, will be forwarded as directed.  
Sidney is now a good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on hand.  
Hotel accommodations good.   
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  This distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake River, 
running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this 
route is 182 miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will 
be shipped at lowest rates.   
PASSENGER RATES – Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25. 
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[same vertical text and position as Type 2:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the 
old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to 
Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 4 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line; "IWT,” 6 lines 
"see other side" in lower left corner 
"Answer in care of H.T. Clark, Sidney, Neb" up left side  
"Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower left area 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.   
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned 
agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and other such 
places as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge.  H. 
T. CLARKE.  
Care H. T. Clarke,  
Sidney, Neb. 
(See other side) 
[vertically at left:] Answer in care of H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.   
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte River, / 
40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, IS / Guarded by the United States 
Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES to CUSTER CITY; 237 MILES to DEADWOOD / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. T. CLARKE, 
Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a good out-fitting point.  
Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommodations good.   
Total Distance from Sidney to Custer City, 167 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.  This distance is by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake River, running through to Red 
Cloud Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 182 miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney to Custer 
City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be shipped at lowest rates.   
PASSENGER RATES – Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25. 
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertical text and position at left:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, Provisions, 
Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEB., CAMP CLARKE, and DEADWOOD.  All orders filled and 
forwarded at the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, I have had 
printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the old Pony Express, in which 
all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  
Price 10 cts. 
Letters from the East sent in “Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” will go forward, and collect on delivery, 25 cents.     
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 5 
Headline A above B (without "the") separated by horizontal line 
"IPF" 6 lines 
"over" centered under "Pac" 
Black ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front, same wording as Type 2, except “(over)” is centered under “Pac”:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.   
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the 
undersigned agrees to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, 
Dakota, (and other such places as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at 
Sidney, without additional charge.  (OVER.)  H. T. CLARKE.   
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River, 40 Miles North of / Sidney, is now open for travel, and with the road, is / Guarded by the United 
States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES to CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.   
Wood and Water in Abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a good 
out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommoda-
tions good.   
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  This distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake River, 
running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this 
route is 182 miles.   
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will 
be shipped at lowest rates.   
PASSENGER RATES -- Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d $35, 3d $25. 
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific R.R. and Principal Railroad Ticket Offices.   
[vertical text and position at left:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, dealer in Grain, Groceries, Provisions, 
Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at the lowest 
rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. Clarke has had 
printed and placed on sale at Sidney, in the East, and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes.  Price 10 cts. 
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 6 
Headline B above "The Sidney Short Route" - separated by "via,” "OCS,” 3 lines 
"see other side" in lower left corner 
"Answer in care of H.T. Clarke Sidney, Neb." up left side 
"Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 line, lower left area 
Green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] Clarke’s Centennial Mail Express to the Black Hills. / via / THE SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE, / Over 
the new 61 Span Truss Bridge across Platt River, 40 miles north of Sidney. / CARRIED DAILY BY THE 
SIDNEY & BLACK HILLS STAGE CO. / Send all Mail care H. T. CLARKE, Sidney, Neb.    Postage, 10 
Cts. / Care H. T. Clarke, / Sidney, Neb. / (See other side.) [vertically at left:]  Answer in care of H. T. 
Clarke, Sidney, Neb.  
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, / 
Guarded by United States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES to CUSTER CITY; 237 MILES to DEADWOOD / 
FROM THE UNIUON PACIFIC RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All Mail for the Black Hills 
send in care of H. T. CLARKE, Sidney, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is the best out-fitting point.  
Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommodations good. 
Total Distance from Sidney to Custer City, 167 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.  The Sidney and Black 
Hills Stage Line makes Tri weekly trips between Sidney and Deadwood, running through from the former 
place to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 24 hours, Custer City in 36 hours, and Deadwood in 48 hours. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 Pounds at a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, Deadwood and other points range from 3 to 6 cents per pound.  
PASSENGER RATES.   
Sidney to Custer City, first class, $20, 2d class, $15, Rapid City, $25 and $17, Deadwood, $30 & $20. 
3d class, $12.  Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertically at left:] 
CLARKE’S NEW 61 SPAN TRUSS BRIDGE / OVER THE PLATTE RIVER. / RATES OF TOLL. / Two-
horse Team, Wagon and Driver 2.00 / Four “ “ “ “ “ 3.00 / Large stock of Grain, Provisions, and Outfitting 
Goods to be had at Bridge, where there are also a Corrall, Hotel and Blacksmith Shop.  



 

Dakota Collector, Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4                                                                                        July/October, 2018 

66 

 

 

Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 7 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IPF,” 6 lines, "over" under "Union" 
Black ink on U221 (3c green, Die 2, double line under Postage) 

[front, same text and position as Type 5, except for a different font for the line “Clarke’s Centennial Express to the 
Black Hills.”:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 cents 
paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry it from 
the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places as his 
route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge. 
(OVER.) H. T. CLARKE.  
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River, 40 Miles North / of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND WITH THE ROAD, IS / 
GUARDED BY THE UNITED STATES TROOPS. / Only 167 Miles to Custer City / FROM THE UNION 
PACIFIC RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a good 
out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommoda-
tions good. 
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  The distance is by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake River, running 
through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 182 
miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney 
to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be shipped 
at lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates -- Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d $35, 3d $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertically at left:] 
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers and Out-Fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. Clarke 
has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the old Pony 
Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to Custer City, 
Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   



 

Dakota Collector, Vol. XXXV, Nos. 3 & 4                                                                                        July/October, 2018 

67 

 

 

Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 8 
Same as Type 7, except green ink on U221  
(3c green, Die 2, double line under Postage) 

[front, same as Type 7, which is the same as Type 5, 
except for a different font for the line “Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.”:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 cents 
paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry it 
from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places 
as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional 
charge. (OVER.) H. T. CLARKE.  
 
[verso, exact same text and position of words as Type 5:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte 
River, 40 Miles North of / Sidney, is now open for travel, and, with the road is / GUARDED BY THE 
UNITED STATES TROOPS. / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a good 
out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommoda-
tions good. 
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  The distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake River, 
running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this 
route is 182 miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, 
Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will 
be shipped at lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates -- Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d $35, 3d $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertically at left:] 
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers and Out-Fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded 
at the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney, in the East, and points in the Hills, Government Envelopes.  
Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 9 
Headline A above B, "IWT,” 6 lines 
"over" in lower left corner 
Green ink on U218 (3c red, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 
cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry 
it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places 
as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge.  
H. T. CLARKE. / Care H. T. Clarke, / Sidney, Neb. / (Over.) 
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River / 40 Miles North of Sidney, IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND WITH THE ROAD, IS / 
Guarded by the United States Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES to CUSTER CITY; 237 MILES to DEADWOOD / 
FROM THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a 
good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel 
accommodations good. 
Total Distance from Sidney to Custer City, 178 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.  The distance is by the road 
now traveled between the two Agencies.  The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake 
River, running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by 
this route is 182 miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney 
to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be 
shipped at lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates - Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d $35, 3d $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertical text and position at left, same as Type 4:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEB., CAMP CLARKE, and DEADWOOD.  All 
orders filled and forwarded at the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and 
from the Black Hills, I have had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government 
Envelopes, similar to the old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S 
LETTER EXPRESS to Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts. 
Letters from the East sent in “Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” will go forward, and collect on delivery, 25 cents.     
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 10 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT,” 6 lines, "see other side" in lower left corner 
"Care H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower left area 
Green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front, same as Type 9, but instead of “(Over.)” at bottom left, reads “(See other side.)”] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 cents paid for 
this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry it from the Union 
Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places as his route may 
supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge.  H. T. CLARKE. / 
Care H. T. Clarke, / Sidney, Neb. / (See other side.) 
 
[verso, exact same text and position of words as Type 9:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte River / 40 
Miles North of Sidney, IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND WITH THE ROAD, IS / Guarded by the United States 
Troops. / ONLY 167 MILES to CUSTER CITY; 237 MILES to DEADWOOD / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a good out-
fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel accommodations good. 
Total Distance from Sidney to Custer City, 178 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.  The distance is by the road now 
traveled between the two Agencies.  The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route and Snake River, running 
through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 182 
miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney to 
Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be shipped at 
lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates - Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d $35, 3d $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertical text and position at left, same as Type 4:]   
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers, and Out-fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEB., CAMP CLARKE, and DEADWOOD.  All orders 
filled and forwarded at the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black 
Hills, I have had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and Points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the old 
Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to Custer City, 
Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts. 
Letters from the East sent in “Care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” will go forward, and collect on delivery, 25 cents.     
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 11 
Headline A above B, separated by horizontal line 
"IWT,” 6 lines, "over" under "at Sid" 
"Care H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb." in 2 lines, lower left area 
Green in on U219 (3c green, Die 1, single line under Postage) 

[front:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 
cents paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry 
it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places 
as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge.  
H. T. CLARKE. / (OVER.) / Care of H. T. Clarke, / Sidney, Neb.  
 
[verso:] SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the 
Platte River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND WITH THE ROAD, IS / 
Guarded by the United States Troops.  / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION 
PACIFIC RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a 
good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel 
accommodations good. 
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  The distance is by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake River, running 
through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 
182 miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney 
to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be 
shipped at lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates - Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertically at left:] 
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers and Out-Fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the 
old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to 
Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix I (continued) 
The Printed Franks of Clarke’s Centennial Express 

Type 11a 
Same as Type 11, except green ink on U221  
(3c green, Die 2, double line under Postage) 

[front, exact same text and position of words as Type 11:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.  / Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills. / In consideration of the 10 cents 
paid for this envelope, and of which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry it 
from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places 
as his route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, without additional charge.  
H. T. CLARKE. / (OVER.) / Care of H. T. Clarke, / Sidney, Neb.  
 
[verso, exact same text and position of words as Type 11:] 
SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE / TO / THE BLACK HILLS. / The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Platte 
River, / 40 Miles North of Sidney, / IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND WITH THE ROAD, IS / Guarded by 
the United States Troops.  / ONLY 167 MILES TO CUSTER CITY / FROM THE UNION PACIFIC 
RAILROAD.  
Wood and Water in abundance and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route.  All mail sent in care of H. T. 
CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Platte River Bridge, will be forwarded as directed.  Sidney is now a 
good out-fitting point.  Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce always on hand.  Hotel 
accommodations good. 
TOTAL DISTANCE FROM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES.  The distance is by the road now traveled 
between the two Agencies.  Dear’s Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line leaves this route at Snake River, running 
through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours.  The distance by this route is 
182 miles. 
Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 pounds a shipment.  FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney 
to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.  Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be 
shipped at lowest rates. 
Passenger Rates - Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class $25.  
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices East.   
[vertically at left:] 
H. T. CLARKE, FORWARDING AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, wholesale dealer in Grain, Groceries, 
Provisions, Wagons, Mowers and Out-Fitting Goods, SIDNEY, NEBRASKA.  All orders filled and forwarded at 
the lowest rates of freight.  Owing to the difficulty of getting mail through to and from the Black Hills, Mr. 
Clarke has had printed and placed on sale at Sidney and points in the Hills, Government Envelopes, similar to the 
old Pony Express, in which all mail must be enclosed to be forwarded by CLARKE’S LETTER EXPRESS to 
Custer City, Deadwood and other points.  Price 10 cts.   
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Appendix II 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 1 Type 1 

Clarke’s Census #1-1 Clarke’s Census #1-2 

Sidney, Neb. Aug 1 (1876) Sidney, Neb. Aug 1 (1876) 

Mrs. Catherine Hallenbeck, Cordova,  
Rock Island Co., Ills.   

Mr. D. W. Bird, Rockland, Maine 

Likely one of rider H. G. Rockfellow’s “600 letters”  
delivered to the Sidney post office August 1, 1876 

Likely one of rider H. G. Rockfellow’s “600 letters”  
delivered to the Sidney post office August 1, 1876 

Type 1 Type 1 

Clarke’s Census #1-3 Clarke’s Census #1-4 

Sidney, Neb. Aug 6 (1876) Sidney, Neb. Sep 19 (1876) 

Mr. E. H. Ellis, Ingalls, Lincoln Co., Kansas 
Mrs. C. H. Lightner, Creighton,  

Knox County, Nebraska 

Printed frank struck at angle, partly off cover “via Sioux City, Ia” at lower left 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 1 Type 1 

Clarke’s Census #1-5 Clarke’s Census #1-6 

Fort Laramie, Wg. Ty. Oct 5 (1876) Sidney, Neb. Dec 30 (1876) 

Mrs. Melissa P. Knapp, Post Office Box 765, 
Newburgh, Orange County, New York 

Mrs. R. D. Jennings, Sloan Station,  
Woodbury Co., Iowa 

Only black-and-white scan available 
Enclosure datelined  

“Crook City, D. T. Dec 24th, 1876” 

Type 2 Type 2 

Clarke’s Census #2-1 Clarke’s Census #2-2 

Sidney, Neb. Sep 26 (1876) Sidney, Neb. Sep 26 (1876) 

Mrs. H. R. Lemly, H. R. Lemly, Esq., 
Salem, Forsyth Co., N. Carolina 

Miss Fannie Prince, East Smithfield, 
Bradford Co., Pa.  

 Low resolution auction catalog scan 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 2a Type 3 

Clarke’s Census #2a-1 Clarke’s Census #3-1 

Sidney, Neb. Aug 31 (1876) No postmark - unused 

Rev. Lelos Lull, Sing Sing,  
Westchester Co., N. Y.  

No known used examples 

Additional 3¢ stamp for double-weight letter 
Only one unused example listed in census, as unused 

copies are indistinguishable from each other 

Type 4 Type 4 

Clarke’s Census #4-1 Clarke’s Census #4-2 

Sidney, Neb. Apr 17 (1877) Sidney, Neb. xxx 2x (1877) 

Mrs. J. R. Hanson, Yankton, Dakota 
Benjamin F. Ray, Esq., Utica,  

(Oneida Co.), N. Y. 

 First letter of month is possibly “M” 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 5 Type 5 

Clarke’s Census #5-1 Clarke’s Census #5-2 

Sidney, Neb. Mar 29 (1877) Sidney, Neb., xxx xx 

W. W. Bell & Co., 8 North Seventh St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

New York [per auction catalog description] 

Docket at left “April 2nd, L. D. Melton, Crook City, 
Dak. Ter. via Sidney, Nebr.” 

January, 1971 Siegel auction catalog 

Type 6 Type 6 

Clarke’s Census #6-1 Clarke’s Census #6-2 

Sidney, Neb. Apr 23 (1877) Bellevue, Neb. Feb 3, 1880 

none 
George E. Howe, Esq., Albion,  

Calhoun Co., Michigan 

Address apparently chemically removed Used leftover; Bellevue was Clarke’s hometown 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 6 Type 7 

Clarke’s Census #6-3 Clarke’s Census #7-1 

No postmark Sidney, Neb., xxx 7 (1876) 

H. M. Jorgens, Esq., Deadwood, D.T. 
J. A. Eastwood, Cicero, 
Onondaga Co., N. Y.  

Jorgens was an employee at Keller & Kuykendall’s Cheyenne 
grocery store in 1875; the August 12, 1876 Deadwood Black Hills 
Pioneer reported of “Kuykendall’s store” in Deadwood; Jorgens 
must have become store operator for Kuykendall in Deadwood 

Year-date deduced based on explanation  
provided in text of article 

Type 7 Type 8 

Clarke’s Census #7-2 Clarke’s Census #8-1 

Sidney, Neb. xxx xx (1876) Sidney, Neb. Nov 14 (1876) 

Miss Alice E. Taylor, Bedford, 
Bedford Co., Panna.   

Miss Adelle M. Eaton, Indian Orchard, 
Hampden Co., Massachusetts 

June, 1988 Richard Frajola Auction  
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 8 Type 8 

Clarke’s Census #8-2 Clarke’s Census #8-3 

Fort Laramie, Wg. Ty. Dec 4 (1876) Sidney, Neb. Dec 15 (1876) 

Mrs. A. A. James, Sanlandro [San Leandro] 
Alameda County, Cala. 

James Middough, Esqr. 
Eureka, Nevada 

Year-dated based on type of Fort Laramie postmark 
and other known usages 

Unclear month in postmark, thought to be “Dec” but 
possibly a different month 

Type 8 Type 8 

Clarke’s Census #8-4 Clarke’s Census #8-5 

Sidney, Neb. Jan 23 (1877) Sidney, Neb. May 14 (1877) 

Seth Bullock, Esq., Tecumseh, Mich.,  
Care Mr. Eccles 

Seth Bullock, Tecumseh, Mich., 
Care Mr. Eccles 

Year-dated based on when Sheriff Bullock was  
visiting family in Michigan 

Year-dated based on when Sheriff Bullock was  
visiting family in Michigan 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 8 Type 8 

Clarke’s Census #8-6 Clarke’s Census #8-7 

Sidney, Neb. xxx 12 (1876-1877) Sidney, Neb. xxx 14 (1876) 

Possibly “New York” 
Mrs. Sarah E. Porter,  

Fern Creek, Jeff Co., Ky 

Month unclear, but possibly “Dec,”  
address inked-over but appears to be “New York” 

Month is possibly “Nov” by looking at after being 
processed by the software, “RetroReveal” 

Type 9 Type 10 

Clarke’s Census #9-1 Clarke’s Census #10-1 

Sidney, Neb. Apr 7 (1877) No postmark 

Moise Vieau Esq, St. Jean Chryostome, County 
Chatauquy [Chateauguay], P.I.  [Quebec, Canada] 

N. Shelton, Esq., Omaha, Neb. 

“AP 11 77 Montreal, Que” backstamp Possibly a used leftover 
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Appendix II (continued) 
Census of Used Clarke’s Centennial Express Printed Franks 

Type 10 Type 11 

Clarke’s Census #10-2 Clarke’s Census #11-1 

No postmark No postmark - unused 

Mrs. Elizabeth Fielder, Golcolville [Gold Colville], 
Washington Co., New York 

No known used examples 

Possibly a used leftover;  
scan from a black-and-white photocopy 

Only one unused example listed in census, as unused 
copies are indistinguishable from each other 

Type 11a Type 11a 

Clarke’s Census #11a-1 Clarke’s Census #11a-2 

Davenport, Iowa Oct 6 (no year date) No postmark 

Schroeder & Mueller, Davenport, Iowa Olin Olsen, Deadwood City 

Likely a used leftover, or a cover that was accidentally 
not postmarked at Sidney; finally being postmarked 

upon arrival at Davenport 

Either an unused envelope that someone added an  
address to, or a rare usage into the Black Hills 




